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SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

A STRONGER CANADA, A STRONGER
EcoNOMY, NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE

On March 3, 2010, Her Excellency, The Right Honourable Michaélle Jean, Governor
General of Canada, opened the Third Session of the 40th Parliament with Prime
Minister Harper's Conservatives’ Speech from the Throne. The Speech focused on
successfully steering the country through the post-recession recovery, emphasizing

job growth and a return to fiscal balance.

1. Phase Two of Canada’s Economic Action Plan

The Government'’s top priority is to complete the second year of Canada’s Action
Plan. They will accomplish this through working with the provinces and territories

to ensure the completion of projects over the next year.

2. Returning to Fiscal Balance

The speech indicated the Government will not cut transfers for health care, nor
education, nor will it raise taxes. The Government will wind down stimulus

spending to end by March 31, 2011.
The Government also plans to restrict overall federal program spending.

Legislation will be introduced to freeze the salaries of Members of Parliament as
well as freeze departmental operating budgets, such as administration costs,

overhead and total salary spending.

3. Building Jobs and Industries of the Future

The Government will launch a digital economy strategy to stimulate the adoption
of new technology and to encourage new ideas. Canadian laws governing

intellectual property will also be strengthened to encourage and protect the rights
of Canadians whose research, development and artistic creativity contribute to the

country’s prosperity.

Government plans on keeping tax rates competitive and low, but will also take
aggressive steps to close unfair tax loopholes. The Speech outlines that steps will

be taken to increase opportunities for venture capital and foreign investment in
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key sectors, including the satellite and telecommunications industries. Specific to the uranium mining
industry, the Government will ensure that unnecessary regulations do not inhibit its growth by unduly

restricting foreign investment.

The Government promises an aggressive pursuit of free-trade and to build upon the recent agreement that gives

Canadian companies permanent access to state and local government procurement in the United States.

The Speech points to the unique strength of Canada’s financial industry that set us apart during the global
financial crisis. The Government intends to build on this strength by making Canada a world financial

centre. Furthermore, the Government will create a Canadian securities regulator.

In order to support development of Canada’s energy and mineral resources, the Government will review the
regulations that needlessly complicate project approval replacing them with simpler, clearer processes that
offer improved environmental protection and greater certainty to the industry. The Government will also
continue to invest in clean energy technologies by reviewing energy-efficiency and emissions-reduction

programs to ensure they are effective.

The Government will reform the northern regulatory regime to ensure that the region’s resource potential can

be developed where commercially viable, while ensuring a better process for protecting our environment.

4. Making Canada the Best Place for Families
The Government will strengthen the Universal Child Care Benefit for sole-support, single-parent families.

To ensure protection from unsafe food, drug and consumer products, government will reintroduce the
consumer product safety legislation in its original form, continue to strengthen Canada’s food safety
system, and ensure that families make informed decisions as it pertains to the production, importation and

selling of goods by providing the necessary information.

The Government plans to hold accountable those who commit crimes by introducing laws that mandate
prison sentences and focus on the further protection of women, children, and victims of white-collar

crimes. The Government will also offer tangible support to innocent victims of crime and their families.

5. Climate Change

In recognizing integrated continental economic links, Government will work to reduce emissions through

the Canada-U.S. Clean Energy Dialogue, launched last year, with President Obama’s administration.

6. Commentary

There is nothing in the Speech that came as a surprise, or could trigger an election. The emphasis on job
growth and cutting the deficit could just as easily been given by a Liberal government. The Prime Minister

clearly is governing from the centre.
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BLG Government Relations Services

The Government Relations Group at Borden Ladner Gervais LLP represents clients in their
relations with governments in Canada at all levels - municipal, regional, provincial and
federal and with departments, boards, authorities, and agencies of each of those governments.

BLG professionals bring extensive experience working within the public sector and
maintaining excellent contact with key decision-makers. We provide insight with respect to
new legislation, assessment of complex policies, and identification of key contacts within
the public service regardless of department and including appropriate elected officials.

Our services include:

® Monitoring political policy developments

e Analyzing the potential impact of emerging government policy and program
changes on clients interests

e Preparing briefs, submissions and presentations to governments on behalf of clients

e Creating advocacy campaigns on behalf of clients, including communicating on
behalf of clients with government decision-makers

e Developing strategic advice that incorporates political agendas of the day with the
technical expertise needed to meet the challenge of any public pronouncements

National Contact:

Colin P. MacDonald

Calgary

403-232-9523
cmacdonald@blgcanada.com

Regional Contacts:

Hon. Gar Knutson
Ottawa

613-787-3729
gknutson@blgcanada.com

Jack Hughes

Ottawa

613-787-3509
jhughes@blgcanada.com

J. Stephen Andrews
Toronto

416-367-6219
sandrews@blgcanada.com

Jeffrey S. Graham
Toronto

416-367-6174
jgraham@blgcanada.com

Jeffrey S. Thomas
Vancouver

604-640-4203
jthomas@blgcanada.com

This newsletter is prepared as a service for our clients and other persons dealing with government relations
issues. It is not intended to be a complete statement of the law or an opinion on any subject. Although we
endeavour to ensure its accuracy, no one should act upon it without a thorough examination of the law after
the facts of a specific situation are considered. No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior
written permission of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. This newsletter has been sent to you courtesy of Borden
Ladner Gervais LLP. We respect your privacy, and wish to point out that our privacy policy relative to
newsletters may be found at http://www.blgcanada.com/home/website-electronic-privacy. If you have
received this newsletter in error, or if you do not wish to receive further newsletters, you may ask to have your
contact information removed from our mailing lists by phoning 1-877-BLG-LAW1 or by emailing
subscriptions @blgcanada.com.
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