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They Ain’t Making any More of It — Land Lease Considerations for Alberta Renewable
Energy Projects

T he  advan tages o f  e l ectri ci ty genera t i on  f rom  renewab l e  resources a re  num erous;  fo r the  m om ent a t  l east ,  sun l i gh t  and  wi nd  a re  f ree  fo r the  taki ng
(when  they a re  p resen t),  so l a r and  wi nd  p ro j ects genera te  few d i rect  ca rbon  em i ssi ons,  and  the  ‘fue l s’ a re  no t  dep l e ted  th rough  the  genera t i on  o f
e l ectri ci ty.  A t  the  sam e t i m e , i n te rest  i n  addressi ng  cl i m a te  change  and  renewab l e  energy i s su rg i ng ,  wi th  m a j o r i nvestm en t funds announci ng  they wi l l
no  l onger fund  ce rta i n  hyd rocarbon-based  i nvestm en ts and  address cl i m a te  change  ri sks o f  the  com pan i es they i nvest  i n .  I t  seem s tha t  no t  a  week goes
by wi thou t  a  m a j o r p l aye r announci ng  a  com m i tm en t to  becom i ng  ca rbon  neu tra l  i n  the i r opera t i ons,  and  l eaders o f  seve ra l  l a rge  Canad i an
corpo ra t i ons (i ncl ud i ng  severa l  o i l  and  gas p roducers) ca l l ed  upon  the  Federa l  Governm ent to  i nvest  i n  a  ‘g reen  recovery’ fo l l owi ng  the  COVID-19
pandem i c.

A l though  A l be rta  has t rad i t i ona l l y been  an  o i l  and  gas p roduci ng  p rovi nce ,  renewab l e  e l ectri ci ty has a  l ong ,  and  g rowi ng ,  h i sto ry he re .  Canada ’s f i rst
com m erci a l  wi nd  fa rm  was i nsta l l ed  i n  1993  near P i ncher Creek,  A l be rta .  As o f  2016 ,  A l be rta  genera ted  12 .3% o f  i ts e l ectri ci ty f rom  renewab l e  sources.
T he  Worl d  Bank’s coun try factshee t  fo r Canada  i nd i ca tes pho tovo l ta i c power po ten t i a l  i n  the  sou th  and  easte rn  po rt i ons o f  A l be rta  and ,  wi th  respect  to
wi nd  energy,  si gn i f i can t  wi nd  power po ten t i a l  i s l oca ted  i n  the  sam e a rea ,  l a rge l y concen tra ted  east  o f  the  Rocky M oun ta i ns.
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