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PERSPECTIVE

The state of autonomous vehicles in Saskatchewan
In  ou r Apri l  i ssue ,  we  exam i ned  the  sta te  o f  au tonom ous veh i cl es (“AV”) i n  A l be rta  f rom  a  regu l a to ry standpo i n t  and  p rovi ded  an  upda te  on  cu rren t  AV
pro j ects i n  tha t  p rovi nce .  We now con t i nue  ou r j ou rney eastward  to  exam i ne  the  cu rren t  sta te  o f  AV i n  Saska tchewan .

S i m i l a r to  A l be rta ,  Saska tchewan ’s AV i ndustry i s i n  the  ea rl y stages.  T here  i s i n te rest  to  use  the  l a rge r cen tres as ci t i es fo r wi n te r AV test i ng  and  the re
a re  p rog ressi ve  vo i ces push i ng  fo r the  i ndustry to  advance  i n  the  p rovi nce .

Regu l a to ry and  Governm ent Support  fo r Au tonom ous Veh i cl es Saska tchewan  Governm ent Insu rance  (“SGI”),  the  p rovi nce ’s Crown Corpora t i on  who
adm i n i ste rs T he  T ra ff i c Sa fe ty Act ,  i s pa rt  o f  the  Canad i an  Counci l  o f  M o to r and  T ransport  Adm i n i st ra to rs’ Au tom ated  Veh i cl es Worki ng  Group
(“CCM TA”),  worki ng  to  deve l op  a  regu l a to ry f ram ework a round  AV. T he  p rovi nce  i s i n  the  i n i t i a l  stages o f  consi de ri ng  l eg i sl a t i ve  changes to  regu l a te  AV
wh i ch  a re  expected  to  be  i n t roduced  i n  the  com i ng  m on ths.  I t  i s est i m a ted  tha t  the  p roposed  changes wou l d  g i ve  SGI b road  au tho ri ty to  regu l a te  AV
and  tha t  th i s l eg i sl a t i ve  change  wi l l  be  fo l l owed  by m ore  speci f i c regu l a to ry am endm ents.

Curren t  Pro j ects T he  m ost  p rom i nen t  AV p ro j ect  cu rren t l y under way i n  Saska tchewan  i s be i ng  deve l oped  by DOT  Techno l ogy Corp .  (“DOT ”),  a
Saska tchewan-based  com pany tha t  m anu factu res au tonom ous fa rm i ng  techno l ogy used  fo r a  va ri e ty o f  fa rm i ng  tasks t rad i t i ona l l y com p l e ted  usi ng  a
tracto r.  When  fu l l y opera t i ona l ,  the  Do t  Power P l a t fo rm  (re fe rred  to  as “Do t” to  d i st i ngu i sh  i t  f rom  the  co rpo ra t i on ) wi l l  ope ra te  au tonom ousl y,  no t i fyi ng
the  fa rm er when  i t  encoun te rs any obstacl e  i n  i ts pa th .  T he  fa rm er wou l d  vi ew the  obstacl e  th rough  on -board  cam eras and  take  ove r the  con tro l s,  i f
necessary,  th rough  a  tab l e t .  DOT  fo resees th i s be i ng  a  si gn i f i can t  advancem ent i n  the  ag ri cu l tu re  i ndustry.  I f  Do t  i s m ovi ng  f rom  f i e l d  to  f i e l d ,  and  no t
crossi ng  o r usi ng  any pub l i c roads,  then  the  custom er i s no t  sub j ect  to  any restri ct i ons tha t  m ay cu rren t l y be  i n  p l ace .  DOT, however,  p l ans to  i m p l em ent
a  “fo l l ow m e” fea tu re  wh i ch  wou l d  a l l ow Do t to  fo l l ow beh i nd  the  fa rm er’s veh i cl e  to  the  next  f i e l d  usi ng  a  pub l i c road .  T h i s wou l d  then  pu t  Do t  wi th i n
the  scope  o f  the  cu rren t  and  l i ke l y fu tu re  l eg i sl a t i on .  To  accoun t  fo r th i s,  DOT  has been  i n  d i scussi on  wi th  SGI th rough  the  i n i t i a l  stages o f  i ts p roduct
l aunch  and  to  dem onstra te  i ts capab i l i t i es,  sa fe ty,  and  to  address any concerns tha t  a  regu l a to ry body m ay have  cu rren t l y and  go i ng  fo rward .

Concl usi on  Wh i l e  Saska tchewan  rem a i ns a t  the  p re l i m i na ry phases o f  crea t i ng  AV regu l a t i ons fo r pub l i c roads,  p ri va te  i ndustri es wi th i n  the  p rovi nce  a re
deve l op i ng  AV i n  the  p rovi nce ,  pa rt i cu l a rl y wi th  re l a t i on  to  fa rm i ng  act i vi t i es.  Consi de ri ng  ag ri cu l tu re  i s one  o f  Saska tchewan ’s l a rgest  con tri bu t i ng
i ndustri es to  i ts GDP, the  i m pact  o f  AV i n  tha t  i ndustry cou l d  have  a  substan t i a l  i m pact  on  the  p rovi nce ’s econom y. Curren t l y,  Saska tchewan  has one  o f
the  l owest  ra tes o f  pub l i c accep tance  fo r AV i n  Canada ,  however,  as AV becom e m ore  popu l a r on  the  fa rm ers’ f i e l ds across the  p rovi nce ,  i t  i s l i ke l y the re
wi l l  be  i ncreased  support  fo r AV i n  the  reg i on .
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