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2017  was fu l l  o f  com pe l l i ng  deve l opm ents i n  the  a rea  o f  envi ronm enta l  l aw. T here  were  severa l  no tab l e  deve l opm ents i n  the  case  l aw on  a reas such  as
con tam i na ted  si tes,  abori g i na l  and  t rea ty ri gh ts i n  re l a t i on  to  i ndustri a l  deve l opm ent,  i n j unct i ons,  and  o the r sub j ects.  Fu rthe r l ega l  cha l l enges to  the
Si te  C Cl ean  Energy Pro j ect  were  d i sm i ssed .  T he  Bri t i sh  Co l um b i a  Court  o f  Appea l  a l l owed  a  cl a i m  aga i nst  a  m i n i ng  com pany to  p roceed  i n  respect  o f
wrongs tha t  a l l eged l y occu rred  i n  a  fo re i gn  deve l op i ng  coun try,  i ncl ud i ng  a l l eged  b reaches o f  custom ary i n te rna t i ona l  l aw. T he  B.C. Suprem e Court  has
cl a ri f i ed  the  scope  o f  cove rage  fo r a l l  ri sk i nsu rance  po l i ci es i n  re l a t i on  to  con tam i na ted  si tes l i ab i l i ty.  And  the re  were  severa l  no tab l e  cases re l a t i ng  to
p rosecu t i ons o f  envi ronm enta l  o ffenses,  am ong  o the r i n te rest i ng  deve l opm ents.

Envi ronm enta l  l eg i sl a t i on  and  regu l a t i ons saw severa l  si gn i f i can t  changes as pa rt  o f  the  p rovi nci a l  and  federa l  governm ents’ e ffo rts to  i m prove
envi ronm enta l  p ro tect i on .  Hi gh l i gh ts i ncl ude  m ore  st ri ngen t  p rovi nci a l  sp i l l  repo rt i ng  regu l a t i ons,  as we l l  as m ore  severe  pena l t i es and  new sen tenci ng
gu i de l i nes fo r va ri ous federa l  envi ronm enta l  o ffences.  T he  federa l  governm ent a l so  re l eased  a  d i scussi on  paper as pa rt  o f  i ts p l an  to  ove rhau l  Canada ’s
envi ronm enta l  assessm ent schem e.
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