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The Overhaul Of The OMB
On M ay 16 ,  2017 ,  the  M i n i st ry o f  M un i ci pa l  A ffa i rs and  the  M i n i st ry o f  A t to rney Genera l  announced  l eg i sl a t i on  tha t  i s i n tended  to  i n t roduce  sweep i ng
changes to  the  l and  use  p l ann i ng  system  i n  On ta ri o .  In  pa rt i cu l a r,  the  l eg i sl a t i on  wi l l  seek to  rep l ace  the  On ta ri o  M un i ci pa l  Board  wi th  a  "Loca l
P l ann i ng  Appea l  T ri buna l " .  Add i t i ona l  changes i ncl ude  the  fo l l owi ng :

the  e l i m i na t i on  o f  de  novo hea ri ngs fo r the  m a j o ri ty o f  p l ann i ng  appea l s and  chang i ng  the  standard  o f  revi ew on  appea l .  T he  t ri buna l  wi l l  on l y be
ab l e  to  ove rtu rn  a  m un i ci pa l  deci si on  i f  i t  does no t  fo l l ow p rovi nci a l  po l i ci es o r m un i ci pa l  p l ans.  In  those  cases,  the  m atte r wou l d  f i rst  be  re tu rned
to  the  m un i ci pa l i t i es fo r consi de ra t i on ,  a l though  the  t ri buna l  wou l d  re ta i n  the  au tho ri ty to  m ake  a  f i na l  deci si on ;

l i m i t i ng  evi dence  to  wri t ten  m ate ri a l s i n  the  m a j o ri ty o f  cases the reby rem ovi ng  d i rect  exam i na t i on  and  cross-exam i na t i ons;

a l l owi ng  m un i ci pa l i t i es to  p roh i b i t  appea l s to  deve l opm ents approved  wi th i n  500  m etres o f  a  m a j o r t ransi t  sta t i on  (GO T ransi t ,  subways,  l i gh t  ra i l
t ransi t );

the  i m p l em enta t i on  o f  m anda to ry case  m anagem ent i ncl ud i ng  the  op t i on  fo r m ed i a t i on ;

exem pt i ng  m a j o r l and  use  p l ann i ng  deci si ons f rom  appea l  (i .e .  d i sa l l owi ng  appea l s f rom  Provi nci a l  approva l s o f  o ff i ci a l  p l ans and  o ff i ci a l  p l an
upda tes,  i ncl ud i ng  approva l s o f  con fo rm i ty exe rci ses to  p rovi nci a l  p l ans) and  she l te ri ng  secondary p l ans f rom  appea l s fo r a  pe ri od  o f  two  years,
sub j ect  to  the  m un i ci pa l i ty’s d i scre t i on ;

the  crea t i on  o f  a  "Loca l  P l ann i ng  Appea l  Support  Cen tre "  to  p rovi de  f ree  l ega l  and  p l ann i ng  advi ce  and  po ten t i a l  rep resen ta t i on  a t  the  t ri buna l  fo r
peop l e  who  wi sh  to  pa rt i ci pa te  i n  the  appea l  p rocess;  and

the  crea t i on  o f  a  new websi te  where  t ri buna l  deci si ons wi l l  be  posted  fo r pub l i c vi ewi ng  a l ong  wi th  p l a i n  l anguage  sum m ari es fo r each  deci si on .

We wi l l  con t i nue  to  m on i to r th i s m a j o r deve l opm ent to  On ta ri o 's l and  use  p l ann i ng  system  and  p rovi de  fu rthe r upda tes once  the  p roposed  l eg i sl a t i on  i s
re l eased  by the  Provi nce  l a te r th i s m on th .
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