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ARTICLE

Bill 108: Proposed Changes to the Growth Plan
On M ay 2 ,  2019 ,  the  Governm ent o f  On ta ri o  re l eased  "A P l ace  to  Grow: Growth  P l an  fo r the  Grea te r Go l den  Horseshoe” (New Growth  P l an ).  T h i s
docum ent rep l aces the  2017  ve rsi on  o f  the  Growth  P l an ,  en t i t l ed  “P l aces to  Grow” (2017  Growth  P l an ).  T he  New Growth  P l an  was crea ted  a f te r b road
consu l ta t i on  on  p roposed  po l i cy changes re fe rred  to  as Growth  P l an  Am endm ent No .  1  (Am endm ent No .  1 ),  wh i ch  was re l eased  on  January 15 ,  2019 .
For the  m ost  pa rt ,  Am endm ent No .  1  has been  i nco rpo ra ted  i n to  the  New Growth  P l an ,  wi th  on l y a  few changes to  the  p roposed  po l i ci es m ade  a f te r the
pub l i c consu l ta t i on .

T he  governm ent ’s sta ted  i n ten t i on  i s to  acce l e ra te  the  p l ann i ng  approva l s p rocess to  i ncrease  the  housi ng  supp l y to  address the  an t i ci pa ted  popu l a t i on
g rowth  i n  the  Grea te r Go l den  Horseshoe  (GGH) ove r the  next  twen ty years.  T he  New Growth  P l an ’s goa l s a re  to  m anage  g rowth  so  com m un i t i es can
deve l op  i n  ways tha t  expand  econom i c opportun i t i es,  i ncrease  the  housi ng  supp l y and  p ro tect  j obs wh i l e  m a i n ta i n i ng  p ro tect i ons fo r the  Greenbe l t ,
ag ri cu l tu ra l  l ands,  the  ag ri -food  secto r and  cu l tu ra l  and  na tu ra l  he ri tage  system s.

T he  fo l l owi ng  a re  som e o f  the  h i gh l i gh ts o f  the  New Growth  P l an .

Provincially  Significant Employment Zones and Convers ion of Employment Lands

T he  New Growth  P l an  i n t roduces the  new concep t  o f  "p rovi nci a l l y si gn i f i can t  em p l oym ent zones"  (PSEZ),  wh i ch  a re  zones i den t i f i ed  by the  M i n i ste r o f
M un i ci pa l  A ffa i rs and  Housi ng  (M i n i ste r) tha t  a re  to  be  p ro tected  and  canno t  be  converted  to  pe rm i t  non-em p l oym ent uses ou tsi de  o f  an  M un i ci pa l
Com prehensi ve  Revi ew (M CR).

Som e changes have  been  m ade  to  the  l oca t i ons o f  the  PSEZs tha t  were  o ri g i na l l y i den t i f i ed  i n  the  p roposed  m app i ng  i n  Am endm ent No .  1 ,  i ncl ud i ng
the  fo l l owi ng :

Expanded  a rea  i n  cen tra l  Ham i l ton

Expanded  a rea  i n  sou th  Ham i l ton  near the  Ham i l ton  a i rpo rt

Expanded  a rea  near T rem a i ne  Road  and  Bri t tan i a  Road  sou th  o f  M i l ton

Reduced  a rea  near the  i n te rsect i on  o f  the  401  and  407

T he  New Growth  P l an  a l so  a l l ows m un i ci pa l i t i es to  convert  em p l oym ent l and  to  a  desi gna t i on  tha t  pe rm i ts non-em p l oym ent uses,  p rovi ded  the
conversi on  wou l d  sa t i sfy speci f i ed  cri te ri a ,  i ncl ud i ng  a  requ i rem en t tha t  a  " si gn i f i can t  num ber o f  j obs"  be  m a i n ta i ned  on  the  l ands and  tha t  the
conversi on  no t  i ncl ude  any pa rt  o f  an  em p l oym ent a rea  i den t i f i ed  as a  PSEZ. T hese  conversi ons a re  on l y pe rm i t ted  i n  the  pe ri od  un t i l  the
m un i ci pa l i ty’s next  M CR.

Sett lement Area Boundary Expansions

Under the  New Growth  P l an ,  m un i ci pa l i t i es can  expand  the i r se t t l em en t a rea  boundari es i n  advance  o f  an  M CR, p rovi ded  tha t  the  am oun t o f  l and
be i ng  added  to  the  se t t l em en t a rea  i s no t  m ore  than  40  hecta res.  Rura l  se t t l em en ts o r se t t l em en t a reas wi th i n  the  Greenbe l t  m ay no t  be  expanded
th rough  th i s p rocess.

Add i t i ona l l y,  m un i ci pa l i t i es can  now ad j ust  se t t l em en t a rea  boundari es ou tsi de  o f  an  M CR, sub j ect  to  cri te ri a  i ncl ud i ng  tha t  the re  be  no  ne t-i ncrease  i n
l and  wi th i n  se t t l em en t a reas.  T he  a ffected  se t t l em en t a reas canno t  be  ru ra l  se t t l em en ts,  o r be  wi th i n  the  Greenbe l t .  Previ ousl y,  an  M CR was requ i red
fo r a  m un i ci pa l i ty to  expand  o r ad j ust  the i r de l i nea ted  se t t l em en t a reas.

Intensificat ion and Density  Targets

In tensi f i ca t i on  Targe ts

T he  2017  Growth  P l an  se t  ou t  the  sam e i n tensi f i ca t i on  ta rge ts fo r a l l  de l i nea ted  bu i l t -up  a reas:  50  pe r cen t  un t i l  2031  and  60  pe r cen t  the rea f te r.

T he  New Growth  P l an  se ts a  m i n i m um  i n tensi f i ca t i on  ta rge t  o f  50  pe r cen t  fo r the  fo l l owi ng  ci t i es and  reg i ons:  Barri e ,  Bran t fo rd ,  Gue l ph ,  Ham i l ton ,
Ori l l i a ,  Pe te rbo rough ,  Durham  Reg i on ,  Ha l ton  Reg i on ,  Ni agara  Reg i on ,  Pee l  Reg i on ,  Wate rl oo  Reg i on ,  and  York Reg i on .  T h i s m eans tha t  fo r these
ci t i es and  reg i ons,  a  m i n i m um  o f  50  pe r cen t  o f  resi den t i a l  deve l opm ent each  year m ust  occu r wi th i n  the  de l i nea ted  bu i l t -up  a rea .  T he  New Growth
Pl an  reduces the  p roposed  i n tensi f i ca t i on  ta rge ts fo r the  Ci ty o f  Ham i l ton  and  Reg i ons o f  Pee l ,  Wate rl oo ,  and  York,  wh i ch  were  60  pe r cen t  under
Am endm ent No .  1 .

T he  fo l l owi ng  ci t i es and  coun t i es a re  d i rected  to  m a i n ta i n  o r i m prove  on  exi st i ng  i n tensi f i ca t i on  ta rge ts:  Ci ty o f  Kawartha  Lakes,  coun t i es o f  Bran t ,
Du ffe ri n ,  Ha l d i m and , Northum berl and ,  Pe te rbo rough ,  S i m coe ,  and  We l l i ng ton .

Densi ty Ta rge ts

T he  New Growth  P l an  a l so  m akes changes to  the  densi ty ta rge ts fo r desi gna ted  g reen f i e l d  a reas.  T hese  a re  l ands wi th i n  se t t l em en t a reas desi gna ted  i n
an  o ff i ci a l  p l an  fo r fu tu re  deve l opm ent,  bu t  a re  ou tsi de  o f  de l i nea ted  bu i l t -up  a reas.

Wh i l e  the  2017  Growth  P l an  requ i red  m un i ci pa l i t i es to  ach i eve  a  m i n i m um  densi ty ta rge t  o f  80  resi den ts and  j obs com b i ned  pe r hecta re  i n  desi gna ted
green f i e l d  a reas,  the  New Growth  P l an  se ts the  fo l l owi ng  m i n i m um  densi ty ta rge ts:

50  resi den ts and  j obs com b i ned  pe r hecta re :  ci t i es o f  Barri e ,  Bran t fo rd ,  Gue l ph ,  Ham i l ton ,  Ori l l i a ,  and  Pe te rbo rough ,  reg i ons o f  Durham , Ha l ton ,
Ni agara ,  Pee l ,  Wate rl oo ,  and  York.

40  resi den ts and  j obs com b i ned  pe r hecta re :  Ci ty o f  Kawartha  Lakes,  coun t i es o f  Bran t ,  Du ffe ri n ,  Ha l d i m and , Northum berl and ,  Pe te rbo rough ,
S i m coe ,  and  We l l i ng ton



T he  New Growth  P l an  reduces the  p roposed  densi ty ta rge ts fo r the  Ci ty o f  Ham i l ton  and  reg i ons o f  Pee l ,  Wate rl oo ,  and  York,  wh i ch  were  60  resi den ts
and  j obs com b i ned  pe r hecta re  under Am endm ent No .  1 .

Major Transit  Stat ion Areas

M aj o r t ransi t  sta t i on  a reas a re  a reas su rround i ng  exi st i ng  o r p l anned  m a j o r t ransi t  sta t i ons,  wh i ch  typ i ca l l y i ncl ude  subway sta t i ons,  l i gh t  ra i l  t ransi t
sta t i ons,  i n te r-ci ty ra i l  sta t i ons,  and  bus rap i d  t ransi t  sta t i ons.  T he  fo l l owi ng  changes have  been  m ade  to  po l i ci es i nvo l vi ng  m a j o r t ransi t  sta t i on  a reas:

T he  rad i us o f  m a j o r t ransi t  sta t i on  a reas has been  i ncreased  f rom  500m  to  500-800m .

M un i ci pa l i t i es can  now request  tha t  the  M i n i ste r l ower the  densi ty ta rge t  fo r a  speci f i c m a j o r t ransi t  sta t i on  a rea  ou tsi de  o f  an  M CR.

Upper and  si ng l e -t i e r m un i ci pa l i t i es can  i den t i fy the  boundari es o f  and  se t  densi ty ta rge ts fo r m a j o r t ransi t  sta t i on  a reas,  p rovi ded  they a re  i n
accordance  wi th  the  Pl ann i ng  Act.  T h i s can  on l y be  done  i n  advance  o f  a  m un i ci pa l i ty’s next  M CR.

Modificat ions to Regulat ions

Transi t i ona l  Regu l a t i on

T he  governm ent has re l eased  p roposed  m od i f i ca t i ons to  the  M i n i ste r’s t ransi t i on  regu l a t i on  under the  Pl aces to  Grow  Act ,  2005.  O.  Reg .  311 /06
prescri bes wh i ch  po l i ci es wi l l  app l y to  ongo i ng  p l ann i ng  app l i ca t i ons,  p roceed i ngs,  and  requests.

T he  p roposed  m od i f i ca t i ons deem  tha t  m a tte rs i nvo l vi ng  ce rta i n  o ff i ci a l  p l an  am endm ents and  reg i ona l  o ff i ci a l  p l an  am endm ents a re  sub j ect  to  ea rl i e r
ve rsi ons o f  the  Growth  P l an .  Part i es to  the  m atte rs l i sted  i n  the  p roposed  m od i f i ca t i ons shou l d  no te  wh i ch  po l i ci es wi l l  and  wi l l  no t  app l y to  the i r
m a tte rs shou l d  the  m od i f i ca t i ons be  accep ted .

Com m ents on  the  p roposed  changes to  the  t ransi t i on  regu l a t i on a re  be i ng  accep ted  un t i l  June  1 ,  2019 .

Off i ci a l  P l an  Am endm ents — Exem pt i on  f rom  Approva l  Regu l a t i on

Changes have  a l so  been  m ade  to  O. Reg .  525 /97  under the  Pl ann i ng  Act,  wh i ch  exem pt ce rta i n  m un i ci pa l i t i es f rom  the  need  to  ob ta i n  the  M i n i ste r’s
approva l  fo r o ff i ci a l  p l an  am endm ents.  T he  changes to  the  regu l a t i on  rem ove  the  excep t i on  f rom  the  M i n i ste r’s approva l  wh i ch  exi sts fo r o ff i ci a l  p l an
am endm ents tha t  i den t i fy o r m od i fy the  l oca t i on  o f  p ri m e  ag ri cu l tu ra l  a reas o r na tu ra l  he ri tage  system s i n  the  GGH. T h i s m eans tha t  the  M i n i ste r’s
approva l  i s now requ i red  fo r any o ff i ci a l  p l an  am endm ent seeki ng  to  i m p l em ent changes to  the  ag ri cu l tu ra l  system  fo r the  GGH and  na tu ra l  he ri tage
system  fo r the  Growth  P l an .

T he  changes to  O. Reg .  525 /97  com e i n to  e ffect  on  M ay 16 ,  2019 .
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