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ARTICLE

Trump Administration Unveils Updated Federal Guidelines for Regulating Autonomous
Vehicles

On January 8 ,  2020 ,  the  U.S.  unve i l ed  an  upda ted  non-b i nd i ng  federa l  po l i cy fo r au tonom ous veh i cl es.  T he  po l i cy,  i ssued  by the  Wh i te  House  and  the
U.S.  Departm en t o f  T ransporta t i on ’s Na t i ona l  Hi ghway T ra ff i c Sa fe ty Adm i n i st ra t i on ,  con t i nues to  take  a  hands-o ff  app roach  to  the  regu l a t i on  o f
au tonom ous veh i cl es.  T he  upda ted  po l i cy a i m s to  re i n fo rce  sa fe ty gu i de l i nes,  un i fy federa l  agenci es’ e ffo rts,  and  ease  regu l a to ry ba rri e rs to  U.S.
i nnova t i on .

T he  U.S.  T ransporta t i on  Secre ta ry E l a i ne  L .  Chao  announced  the  po l i cy,  t i t l ed  Ensuri ng  Ameri can  Leadersh i p  i n  Au tomated  Veh i cl e  Techno l og i es 4 .0,
a t  the  annua l  CES techno l ogy con fe rence  i n  Las Vegas.  In  he r rem arks,  Chao  sa i d ,  "AV 4 .0  wi l l  ensu re  Am eri can  l eadersh i p  i n  AV techno l ogy
deve l opm ent and  i n teg ra t i on  by p rovi d i ng  un i f i ed  gu i dance  fo r the  f i rst  t i m e  across the  Federa l  governm ent fo r i nnova to rs and  stakeho l de rs.”

T he  56 -page  docum ent estab l i shes federa l  p ri nci p l es fo r the  deve l opm ent and  i n teg ra t i on  o f  au tom ated  veh i cl es,  wi th  a  focus on  th ree  b road  a reas:
p ri o ri t i zi ng  sa fe ty and  securi ty,  p rom ot i ng  i nnova t i on ,  and  ensuri ng  a  consi sten t  regu l a to ry approach .  I t  a l so  ou t l i nes ongo i ng  e ffo rts to  support
au tonom ous veh i cl e  techno l ogy g rowth  and  l eadersh i p  as we l l  as p rospects fo r co l l abo ra t i on ,  such  as federa l  i nvestm en t i n  the  secto r and  resources fo r
the  pub l i c,  deve l opers,  and  researchers.  AV 4 .0  rea ff i rm s tha t  the  U.S.  governm ent wi l l  p rom ote  regu l a to ry consi stency am ong  stakeho l de rs,  and  i t
bu i l ds on  the  p ri o r po l i ci es by descri b i ng  how speci f i c departm en ts and  agenci es con tri bu te  to ,  and  p l ay a  pa rt  i n ,  i m p l em ent i ng  these  gu i de l i nes.

Accord i ng  to  the  upda ted  po l i cy docum ent,  “the  U.S.  Governm ent wi l l  p rovi de  po l i ci es,  gu i dance ,  and  best  p ract i ces;  conduct  approp ri a te  research  and
p i l o t  p rog ram s; and  o ffe r necessary assi stance  to  he l p  p l an  fo r and  i nvest  i n  a  dynam i c and  f l exi b l e  fu tu re  fo r a l l  Am eri cans.” T he  docum ent
em phasi zes tha t  the  governm ent wi l l  en fo rce  exi st i ng  l aws to  ensure  com pan i es re fra i n  f rom  m aki ng  m i sl ead i ng  cl a i m s abou t  the  capab i l i t i es o r
l i m i ta t i ons o f  au tonom ous veh i cl e  techno l ogy.

T he  upda ted  po l i cy con t i nues to  p rom ote  the  con tri bu t i on  o f  the  i ndustry i n  se t t i ng  standards wi th  respect  to  au tom ated  veh i cl es,  e .g . ,  vo l un ta ry
consensus standards.  However,  the  po l i cy has l i m i ted  de ta i l s on  wha t  the  standards shou l d  say.  Accord i ng  to  the  upda ted  po l i cy,  “[v]o l un ta ry consensus
standards can  be  va l i da ted  by test i ng  p ro toco l s,  a re  supported  by p ri va te  secto r con fo rm i ty assessm ent schem es, and  o ffe r f l exi b i l i ty and  responsi veness
to  the  rap i d  pace  o f  i nnova t i on .”

In light of this policy announcement, we will continue to watch the Canadian regulators to see
whether Canada will take a similar approach.
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