
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

A community effort helps equip Northern students with access to virtual learning
Transfo rm i ng  educa t i on  i n to  a  vi rtua l  experi ence  i n  a  m a tte r o f  days i s a  si gn i f i can t  fea t .

I t  i s fa r m ore  cha l l eng i ng ,  however,  when  your studen ts a re  based  i n  the  rem ote  reg i ons o f  the  Northwest  Te rri to ri es and  Nunavu t  and  l ack the  basi c
techno l ogy such  as a  re l i ab l e  i n te rne t  connect i on  o r even  l ap tops.

In  an  e ffo rt  to  rem ove  the  i m ped i m en ts to  vi rtua l  l ea rn i ng ,  a  Northe rn  techno l ogy com pany,  Gl oba l  S to rm  IT  Corpora t i on ,  sta rted  a  “No tebooks fo r the
North ” cha l l enge .

When  BLG’s Vancouver o ff i ce found  ou t  abou t  i t ,  they deci ded  to  he l p .

Northern remote learning

As soon  as ou r pub l i c hea l th  au tho ri t i es advi sed  us to  stay hom e and  schoo l s were  cl osed  down, teachers across Canada  had  to  qu i ckl y sh i f t  to  connect
wi th  the i r studen ts rem ote l y.

As m ost  scram b l ed  to  l ea rn  new com m un i ca t i ons too l s—and  deba ted  be tween  usi ng  Zoom , Goog l e  Hangou ts and  M i croso f t  Team s—rem ote  com m un i t i es
i n  Canada ’s Northe rn  reg i ons were  faced  wi th  a  d i ffe ren t  i ssue :  M ost  o f  the i r studen ts l acked  com pute rs.

To  he l p  address the  p rob l em , Gl oba l  S to rm  IT  Corpora t i on  (i n  pa rtne rsh i p  wi th  Ind i genous governm ents) deve l oped  a  Northe rn  Rem ote  Learn i ng  P l an .
T he  p l an  a i m s to  i m prove  i n te rne t  access to  these  studen ts’ hom es (as step  one),  and  p rovi de  them  wi th  l ap tops (as step  two).

T he  com pany i s ab l e  to  tackl e  step  one  on  the i r own . T hey do  need  he l p ,  however,  co l l ect i ng  the  hundreds o f  l ap tops requ i red  i n  rem ote  a reas.

“Notebooks for the North” challenge

T ha t i s why K i rby M arsha l l ,  CEO/Presi den t  o f  Gl oba l  S to rm  IT  Corpora t i on  and  head  o f  the  Rem ote  Learn i ng  P l an ,  sta rted  a  “No tebooks fo r the  North ”
cha l l enge .

He  reached  ou t  to  va ri ous o rgan i za t i ons,  i ncl ud i ng  m em bers o f  the  Northwest  Te rri to ri es and  Nunavu t  Cham ber o f  M i nes,  aski ng  fo r l ap top  dona t i ons.

Gee ta  Kri shnan ,  Vancouver Busi ness Deve l opm ent Lead  and  BLG Team  North  m em ber,  was pa rt  o f  tha t  l i st .  When  she  read  abou t  the  i ssue ,  Gee ta
cou l d  no t  pass up  the  opportun i ty to  he l p .

“When  you  th i nk abou t  these  added  cha l l enges—of no t  be i ng  ab l e  to  con t i nue  your educa t i on—i t  i s heartb reaki ng ,” she  sa i d .

“When you think about these added challenges—of not being able to continue your education—it is
heartbreaking,”

T he  Vancouver o ff i ce  knew they had  to  respond  to  the  request  and  dona te  the i r used  BLG l ap tops to  the  cause .

Impact in remote locations

M em bers o f  BLG’s Team  North know a l l  too  we l l  the  accessi b i l i ty i ssues tha t  exi st  i n  these  rem ote  l oca t i ons.  As does K i rby M arsha l l .

Bo rn  and  ra i sed  i n  the  no rth ,  he  i s excep t i ona l l y fam i l i a r wi th  the  hu rd l es faced  by rem ote  com m un i t i es f rom  the  extrem e l y h i gh  cost  o f  housi ng  and
power,  to  the  l i m i ted  o r non-exi sten t  i n f rastructu re .

“When  the  pandem i c h i t ,  I  saw tha t  th i s wi l l  have  a  si gn i f i can t ,  nega t i ve  i m pact  on  ou r you th  and  ou r com m un i t i es,” he  sa i d  ove r the  phone .

When  asked  how he  fe l t  abou t  BLG’s l ap top  dona t i on ,  he  rep l i ed :  “I t ’s phenom ena l . ”

“When asked how he felt about BLG’s laptop donation, he replied: “It’s phenomenal.”

Ki rby wan ted  to  re l ay a  m essage  to  us.

When  he  to l d  the  p ri nci pa l  a t  the  Deh  Gáh  E l em enta ry and  Secondary Schoo l  i n  Fo rt  Provi dence  i n  the  Northwest  Te rri to ri es o f  the  Rem ote  Learn i ng
Pl an ,  she  rep l i ed :  “i t ’s l i fe -chang i ng .”

https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/corporate-responsibility/community-involvement/en/about-us/offices/vancouve
https://www.blg.com/en/about-us/our-story/corporate-responsibility/community-involvement/en/services/industries/infrastructure/team-nort





