
T h ro u g h  o u r  p ro  b o n o  wo rk,  we  m a ke  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o  t h e  l i v e s o f  o t h e rs –  p re se rv i n g  a n d  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  we l f a re  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s
a n d  t h e i r  d i sa d v a n t a g e d  m e m b e rs.  A t  t h e  sa m e  t i m e ,  o u r  l a wy e rs g a i n  p ra c t i c a l  a n d  p ro f e ssi o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  p u rsu e  a re a s o f  p a ssi o n  a n d
i n t e re st .

Ou r fo rm a l  p ro  b o n o  p o l i cy e n co u ra g e s o u r l a wye rs to  e n g a g e  i n  p ro  b o n o  wo rk a n d  to  i n co rp o ra te  i t  i n to  th e i r p ro fe ssi o n a l  d e ve l o p m e n t  –  a n d  we
re co g n i ze  th e  wo rk a s b i l l a b l e  wo rk.  Ove rse e n  b y o u r Na t i o n a l  P ro  B o n o  Co m m i t te e ,  o u r p ro  b o n o  a ct i v i t i e s a re  i d e n t i f i e d ,  co o rd i n a te d  a n d  m o n i to re d  b y
Re g i o n a l  P ro  Bo n o  Co m m i t te e s,  e n su ri n g  th e  h i g h e st  l e ve l  o f  q u a l i t y  co n t ro l  a n d  p ro fe ssi o n a l  e xce l l e n ce .

Leaders in Pro Bono Work

In  2023  and  2024 ,  BLG was nam ed a  5 -Sta r Pro  Bono  Fi rm by Canad i an  Lawyer fo r the  va l ue ,  ca l i b re  and  i nst i tu t i ona l  support  o f  ou r p ro  bono  e ffo rts,
i ncl ud i ng  ou r work wi th  na t i ona l  and  p rovi nci a l  p ro  bono  o rgan i za t i ons.

In  2024 ,  BLG was the  Di am ond  and  Im pact  Sponsor fo r the  9  Na t i ona l  Pro  Bono  Con fe rence.  BLG’s Franço i s Longpré m odera ted  the  open i ng  p l enary What
i s the  Gl oba l  Impact  o f  Of fe ri ng  Everyday Just i ce? Our Im pact  sponsorsh i p  p rovi ded  l aw studen ts the  opportun i ty to  a t tend  the  con fe rence .

In  2022 ,  BLG and  ou r p ro j ect  pa rtne r,  Land i ngs LLP, were  awarded  Pro  Bono  In i t i a t i ve  o f  the  Year a t  the  Canad i an  Law Awards fo r ou r work to  rap i d l y p repare
app l i ca t i ons fo r vu l ne rab l e  Afghans,  seeki ng  evacua t i on  under the  governm ent ’s speci a l  i m m i g ra t i on  m easures.

Kari ne  Chênevert was awarded  the  2022  Wom en i n  Law Leadersh i p  (WILL) S tronger Toge the r Award fo r Québec fo r he r l eadersh i p  and  ded i ca t i on  to  p ro  bono
work and  se rvi ce  to  com m un i ty o rgan i za t i ons,  i ncl ud i ng  he r i nvo l vem ent wi th  Fi e rté  M on tréa l ,  ESPACE GO and  Share  the  Warm th .

In  2022 ,  BLG was the  Di am ond  and  EDI sponsor fo r the  Na t i ona l  Pro  Bono  con fe rence .  T he  con fe rence  ce l eb ra ted  i m portan t  wi ns i n  the  p ro  bono  secto r and
our i n i t i a t i ve  to  support  evacua t i ons f rom  Afghan i stan  was fea tu red  i n  the  f i resi de  cha t .  Our EDI sponsorsh i p  p rovi ded  con fe rence  reg i st ra t i on  bu rsa ri es fo r
i nd i vi dua l s f rom  underrep resen ted  com m un i t i es.

In  2021 ,  M i che l l e  Henry was awarded  the  On ta ri o  Bar Associ a t i on ’s Davi d  Sco t t ,  QC Award  fo r Pro  Bono  Law and  the  2021  Wom en i n  Law Leadersh i p  (WILL)
Stronger Toge the r Award  fo r On ta ri o  fo r he r ou tstand i ng  con tri bu t i ons to  the  l ega l  p ro fessi on  and  b roader com m un i ty.

In  2019 ,  BLG honoured  the  l a te  Davi d  Sco t t ,  one  o f  Canada 's m ost  d i st i ngu i shed  t ri a l  and  appe l l a te  l awyers,  wi th  the  p resen ta t i on  o f  a  $50 ,000  dona t i on  to
Pro  Bono  Canada  i n  h i s m em ory.  Pro  Bono  Canada  supports p ro  bono  p rog ram s across the  coun try tha t  de l i ve r f ree  l ega l  se rvi ces to  m ore  than  36 ,000  l ow-
i ncom e Canad i ans annua l l y,  i ncl ud i ng  Pro  Bono  On ta ri o  wh i ch  Davi d  co -founded  and  cha i red  fo r seve ra l  yea rs.

In  2018 ,  Guy Pra t te was awarded  the  M eda l  o f  T he  Bar o f  M on tréa l  fo r h i s rem arkab l e  con tri bu t i on  to  the  cause  o f  j ust i ce ,  no tab l y by found i ng  va ri ous p ro
bono  com m i t tees and  p rog ram s such  as Just i ce  Pro  Bono  (fo rm erl y Pro  Bono  Québec) and  BLG’s na t i ona l  p ro  bono  p rog ram .

BLG Pro Bono in Action

Init iat ive to support evacuations from Afghanistan

As news o f  the  Ta l i ban ’s advance  across Afghan i stan  f i l l ed  the  i n te rna t i ona l  news,  m any Canad i ans were  a l a rm ed  by the  sto ri es o f  fea r and  despera t i on .  Fi rm
m em bers asked  how they cou l d  he l p . Read  m ore.

Veteran’s Review Appeal Board Representat ion

For the  past  5  yea rs,  we  have  p rovi ded  p ro  bono  l ega l  se rvi ces to  ve te rans who  have  been  den i ed  bene f i ts under the  Canad i an  Forces Members and  Ve te rans Re-
Estab l i shment and  Compensa t i on  Act.
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In  2017 ,  BLG rep resen ted  a  ve te ran  i n  the  Federa l  Court  on  a  successfu l  j ud i ci a l  revi ew app l i ca t i on  i n  a  case  wh i ch  a l l owed  a  ve te ran  i l l  wi th  cancer to  have  the i r
bene f i ts re i nsta ted  (North rup  v.  Canada  (At to rney Genera l ),  2017  FC 521).  T h i s case  con tri bu ted  to  system i c change  i n  how the  Ve te rans Revi ew and  Appea l s Board
o f  Canada  t rea t  cl a i m s re l a ted  to  Agen t  Orange  exposure .

In  M ay 2019 ,  we  a rgued  a  successfu l  Jud i ci a l  Revi ew a t  the  Federa l  Court .  We ob ta i ned  bene f i ts and  costs fo r a  75 -year-o l d  Canad i an  Arm ed  Forces ve te ran  wi th
heari ng  l oss and  t i nn i tus who  had  been  wrong fu l l y den i ed  d i sab i l i ty bene f i ts.

The Canadian Civil Libert ies Associat ion

BLG rep resen ted  the  CCLA as i n te rvener a t  the  Suprem e Court  o f  Canada  i n  the  appea l  M i n i st ry o f  Pub l i c Sa fe ty and  Em ergency Preparedness v.  Ch i nna ,  (Fi l e  No .
37770) wh i ch  was heard  i n  Novem ber 2018 ;  deci si on  re l eased  M ay 2019 .  T he  appea l  i nvo l ved  access to  revi ew o f  i m m i g ra t i on  de ten t i on  by way o f  habeas co rpus.

We rep resen ted  the  CCLA i n  the  appea l  o f  Den i s v.  Co te ,  (Fi l e  No .  38114),  heard  i n  M ay 2019 .  T he  appea l  i nvo l ves the  f i rst  case  i n  Canada  app l yi ng  the  new
Journa l i st i c Sources Pro tect i on  to  an  app l i ca t i on  fo r com pe l l ed  d i scl osu re  o f  j ou rna l i st i c sou rce  i n fo rm at i on  f rom  a  j ou rna l i st .
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