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T h e  Ho n o u ra b l e  L o u i se  A rb o u r,  CC ,  G O Q  h a s b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  G o v e rn o r  G e n e ra l -d e si g n a t e  o f  Ca n a d a .  L o u i se  A rb o u r  se rv e d  a s S e n i o r  Co u n se l  a t  B L G
f ro m  2 0 1 4  t o  2 0 2 6 ,  a d v i si n g  o n  g o v e rn a n c e  a n d  i n t e rn a t i o n a l  d i sp u t e s wh i l e  m e n t o r i n g  t h e  n e x t  g e n e ra t i o n  o f  Ca n a d i a n  l a wy e rs.

Re a d  B L G ' s f u l l  st a t e m e n t .

Sh e  co m p l e te d  i n  De ce m b e r 2 0 1 8  h e r m a n d a te  a t  th e  UN a s Sp e ci a l  Re p re se n ta t i ve  o f  th e  S e cre ta ry-Ge n e ra l  o n  In te rn a t i o n a l  M i g ra t i o n ,  wh i ch  l e d  to  th e
a d o p t i o n  o f  th e  G l o b a l  Co m p a ct  fo r M i g ra t i o n .  Sh e  h a s a l so  h e l d  o th e r se n i o r p o si t i o n s a t  th e  Un i te d  Na t i o n s,  i n c l u d i n g  Hi g h  Co m m i ssi o n e r fo r Hu m a n  Ri g h ts
(2 0 0 4 -2 0 0 8 ) a n d  Ch i e f  P ro se cu to r fo r T h e  In te rn a t i o n a l  Cri m i n a l  T ri b u n a l s fo r th e  fo rm e r Yu g o sl a vi a  a n d  fo r Rwa n d a  (1 9 9 6 -1 9 9 9 ).

Sh e  fo rm e rl y  sa t  a s a  j u st i ce  o f  th e  Su p re m e  Co u rt  o f  Ca n a d a  f ro m  1 9 9 9  to  2 0 0 4 ,  o n  th e  Co u rt  o f  Ap p e a l  fo r On ta ri o  a n d  th e  Su p re m e  Co u rt  o f  On ta ri o .  Sh e
ch a i re d  a n  i n q u i ry co m m i ssi o n  th a t  i n ve st i g a te d  e ve n ts a t  th e  P ri so n  fo r Wo m e n  i n  K i n g sto n ,  On ta ri o ,  a n d  h a s a l so  se rve d  a s a  m e m b e r o f  th e  G l o b a l  Co m m i ssi o n
o n  E l e ct i o n s,  De m o cra cy a n d  Se cu ri t y.  In  2 0 2 1  sh e  wa s a p p o i n te d  to  ca rry o u t  a  re v i e w i n to  th e  Ca n a d i a n  A rm e d  Fo rce s a n d  De p a rtm e n t  o f  Na t i o n a l  De fe n ce ,  i n
re sp o n se  to  re p o rts o f  h a ra ssm e n t  a n d  se xu a l  m i sco n d u ct  wi th i n  Ca n a d a ’s m i l i t a ry.

M a d a m  A rb o u r a l so  fo rm e rl y  se rve d  a s a n a d  h o c j u d g e  i n  th e  In te rn a t i o n a l  Co u rt  o f  Ju st i ce ,  a n d  a s a  m e m b e r o f  th e  Ad vi so ry Pa n e l  to  th e  M i n i ste r o f  De fe n ce  o n
Ca n a d a 's De fe n ce  Po l i cy Re vi e w.  Sh e  i s cu rre n t l y  a  m e m b e r o f  th e  G l o b a l  Co m m i ssi o n  o n  Dru g  Po l i cy,  a n d  a  m e m b e r o f  th e  b o a rd  o f  d i re cto rs o f  th e  M a ste rca rd
Fo u n d a t i o n .

M a d a m  A rb o u r h a s re ce i ve d  n u m e ro u s h o n o ra ry d o cto ra te s a n d  a wa rd s.  O f  p a rt i cu l a r n o te ,  sh e  h a s b e e n  a  Co m p a n i o n  o f  th e  Ord e r o f  Ca n a d a  si n ce  2 0 0 7 ,  a  Gra n d
Off i ce r o f  th e  Ord re  n a t i o n a l  d u  Qu é b e c si n ce  2 0 0 9 ,  a  Co m m a n d e r o f  th e  L é g i o n  d 'h o n n e u r,  a n d  a  Co m m a n d e r o f  th e  Ord re  d e  M o n t ré a l .

Experience

Se l ected  to  l ead  Independen t  Exte rna l  Com prehensi ve  Revi ew i n to  the  cu rren t  po l i ci es,  p rocedures,  p rog ram s, p ract i ces and  cu l tu re  wi th i n  the

Canad i an  Arm ed  Forces and  the  Departm en t o f  Na t i ona l  De fence  i n  response  to  reports o f  ha rassm ent and  sexua l  m i sconduct .

M em ber o f  advi so ry com m i t tees o f  p rest i g i ous o rgan i za t i ons,  i ncl ud i ng  the  Advi so ry Board  fo r the  Worl d  Bank's Deve l opm ent Report  2011 :  Con f l i ct ,

Securi ty and  Deve l opm ent.

M em ber o f  the  board  o f  the  M aste rca rd  Founda t i on  and  o f  the  Fonda t i on  M i ra

Michelle Longchamps

P ra c t i c e  A ssi st a n t

M on tréa l

m l ongcham ps@bl g .com

514 .954 .1905

514 .954 .2555

EXPERTISE

Disputes
Appellate Advocacy
Public Policy & Government Relations
Government & Public Sector

https://www.blg.com/en/people/a/en/about-us/news/2026/05/louise-arbour-appointed-governor-general-designate-canad
https://www.blg.com/en/people/a/en/about-us/news/2021/05/canadian-armed-forces-revie
ailto:mlongchamps@blg.co
el:514.954.255
https://www.blg.com/en/people/a/en/services/practice-areas/dispute
https://www.blg.com/en/people/a/en/services/practice-areas/disputes/appellate-advocac
https://www.blg.com/en/people/a/en/services/industries/government-and-public-sector/public-policy-and-government-relation
https://www.blg.com/en/people/a/en/services/industries/government-and-public-secto


International Business & Human Rights

  

Beyond Our Walls

Profess ional Involvement
Sp e ci a l  Re p re se n ta t i ve  o f  th e  Se cre ta ry-Ge n e ra l  o n  In te rn a t i o n a l  M i g ra t i o n  (2 0 1 7 -2 0 1 8 )

P re si d e n t  a n d  CEO o f  th e  In te rn a t i o n a l  Cri si s Gro u p  (2 0 0 9  to  2 0 1 4 )

Un i te d  Na t i o n s Hi g h  Co m m i ssi o n e r fo r Hu m a n  Ri g h ts (2 0 0 4  to  2 0 0 8 )

Ju st i ce  o f  th e  Su p re m e  Co u rt  o f  Ca n a d a  (1 9 9 9  to  2 0 0 4 )

Ch i e f  P ro se cu to r fo r T h e  In te rn a t i o n a l  Cri m i n a l  T ri b u n a l s fo r th e  fo rm e r Yu g o sl a vi a  a n d  fo r Rwa n d a  (1 9 9 6  to  1 9 9 9 )

M e m b e r o f  th e  Co u rt  o f  Ap p e a l  fo r On ta ri o  (1 9 9 0  to  1 9 9 9 ) (l e a ve  o f  a b se n ce  f ro m  1 9 9 6  to  1 9 9 9 )

M e m b e r o f  th e  Su p re m e  Co u rt  o f  On ta ri o  (Hi g h  Co u rt  o f  Ju st i ce ) (1 9 8 7  to  1 9 9 0 )

Asso ci a te  P ro fe sso r a t  Osg o o d e  Ha l l  L a w Sch o o l  (1 9 7 7  to  1 9 8 7 ) a n d  a p p o i n te d  Assi sta n t  De a n  i n  1 9 8 7

Community  Involvement
Co -ch a i r,  Ca m p u s M o n t ré a l  Fu n d ra i si n g  Ca m p a i g n

Awards & Recognition

Recogn i zed  i n  the  2026  ed i t i on  (and  si nce  2025) o f  The  Best  Law yers i n  Canada (Corpora te  and  Com m erci a l  L i t i ga t i on ) and  nam ed 'Lawyer o f  the  Year'  i n  2026
(Corpora te  and  Com m erci a l  L i t i ga t i on )
Recogn i zed  i n  the  2022  ed i t i on  o f  the  Top  25  M ost  In f l uen t i a l  Lawyers by Canad i an  Lawyer M agazi ne  i n  the  Hum an Ri gh ts,  Advocacy and  Cri m i na l  ca tegory and  i n
the  2015  ed i t i on  i n  Worl d  Stage  ca tegory
Nam ed l au rea te  o f  the  2016  Tang  Pri ze  i n  the  Ru l e  o f  Law ca tegory
Reci p i en t  o f  honora ry docto ra tes f rom  40  un i ve rsi t i es across Canada  and  ab road
Just i ce  Arbour has rece i ved  som e fo rty m eda l s and  awards,  no tab l y the  Gri ff i n  Be l l  Award  fo r Courageous Advocacy f rom  the  Am eri can  Co l l ege  o f  T ri a l  Lawyers i n
2013 ;  the  Counci l  o f  Eu rope 's North -Sou th  Pri ze  i n  2010 ;  the  Un i ted  Na t i ons Hum an Ri gh ts Pri ze  i n  2008 ;  honora ry m em bersh i p  i n  the  Roya l  Co l l ege  o f  Physi ci ans
and  Surgeons o f  Canada ;  the  M éda i l l e  de  l a  Facu l té  de  d ro i t  de  l 'Un i ve rsi té  de  M on tréa l  i n  2003 ;  the  M éda i l l e  du  Barreau  i n  2001  and  the  Frankl i n  &  E l eanor
Rooseve l t  Freedom  from  Fear M eda l  i n  2000
Honora ry M em ber o f  the  New York Ci ty Bar Associ a t i on

Bar Admission & Education

Q u é b e c ,  1 9 7 1
L a w S o c i e t y  o f  Up p e r Ca n a d a ,  1 9 7 7
L L . L . ,  Un i ve rsi t é  d e  M o n t ré a l ,  1 9 7 0
B . A . ,  Co l l e g e  Re g i n a  A ssu m p t a  M o n t re a l ,  1 9 6 7

https://www.blg.com/en/people/a/en/services/practice-areas/international-trade-and-investment/international-business-human-right





