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Federal and Québec governments announce immigration reforms
T he  Federa l  and  Québec governm ents recen t l y announced  re fo rm s tha t  open  new m eans o f  access fo r becom i ng  a  Canad i an  pe rm anen t resi den t .
Desp i te  a  un i que  m i g ra to ry con text  due  to  the  pandem i c,  these  m easures a re  a  posi t i ve  deve l opm ent fo r those  i n te rested  i n  se t t l i ng  pe rm anen t l y i n
Canada .  Fo r Canad i an  em p l oye rs,  these  re fo rm s shou l d  faci l i ta te  the  estab l i shm ent i n  Canada  o f  worke rs wi th  i n -dem and  ski l l s.

Express Entry program: Increase in points awarded to francophone and bilingual applicants for permanent
residence outside Québec

On October 27 ,  T he  Honourab l e  M arco  E.  L .  M end i ci no ,  M i n i ste r o f  Im m i g ra t i on ,  Re fugees and  Ci t i zensh i p ,  announced  tha t  m ore  po i n ts wou l d  now be
awarded  to  f rancophone  and  b i l i ngua l  app l i can ts under the  Express En try p rog ram .

Express En try i s an  i m m i g ra t i on  p rog ram  fo r ob ta i n i ng  pe rm anen t resi dency fo r ski l l ed  worke rs,  th rough  wh i ch  po i n ts a re  awarded  to  app l i can ts based  on
the i r qua l i f i ca t i ons,  stud i es,  e tc.  By i ncreasi ng  the  num ber o f  po i n ts a l l o t ted  fo r l anguage  ski l l s i n  French ,  o r i n  bo th  o f  Canada 's o ff i ci a l  l anguages,  the
federa l  governm ent hopes to  reach  i ts goa l  o f  a t t ract i ng  4 .4  pe r cen t  o f  f rancophone  i m m i g ran ts to  Canada ,  ou tsi de  o f  Québec,  by 2023 .

In  a  sta tem en t i n  support  o f  the  announcem ent,  M i n i ste r M endoci no  re i te ra ted  the  federa l  governm ent 's desi re  to  support  the  deve l opm ent o f
f rancophone  com m un i t i es i n  Canada :

“Support i ng  the  deve l opm ent o f  Francophone  m i no ri ty com m un i t i es ou tsi de  o f  Quebec i s pa rt  o f  th i s governm ent ’s p l an  fo r econom i c g rowth  and
l ong-te rm  p rosperi ty th roughou t  the  coun try.  I t  i s a l so  the  ri gh t  th i ng  to  do  to  he l p  support  Francophone  com m un i t i es ri gh t  across Canada .  We
wi l l  con t i nue  to  a t t ract  Francophone  i m m i g ran ts to  m ake  su re  tha t  Francophone  m i no ri ty com m un i t i es f l ou ri sh .”

Francophone  cand i da tes wi l l  see  the i r sco re  i ncrease  by 25  po i n ts fo r the i r l anguage  ski l l s,  wh i l e  b i l i ngua l  cand i da tes wi l l  be  awarded  an  add i t i ona l  50
po i n ts under th i s se l ect i on  cri te ri on .

T h i s i n i t i a t i ve  i s pa rt  o f  a  l ong -te rm  p l an  com m on l y re fe rred  to  as the  “Act i on  P l an  fo r Off i ci a l  Languages –  2018-2023 :  Invest i ng  i n  ou r Fu tu re .”  T h i s
m u l t i -m i n i ste ri a l  p l an  a i m s,  am ong  o the r th i ngs,  to  st i m u l a te  the  g rowth  o f  b i l i ngua l i sm  i n  Canada  and  to  coun te r the  decl i ne  o f  f rancophone
popu l a t i ons ou tsi de  Québec.

Of no te ,  th i s new po l i cy does no t  app l y to  Québec,  wh i ch  re ta i ns au tonom y i n  i m m i g ra t i on  m atte rs based  on  the  Canada-Québec Accord .

Wh i l e  Québec wi l l  l i ke l y rem a i n  the  p re fe rred  dest i na t i on  fo r French-speaki ng  i nd i vi dua l s seeki ng  to  expa tri a te  to  Canada ,  th i s upda te  to  the  federa l
governm ent 's se l ect i on  cri te ri a  cou l d  red i st ri bu te  the  ca rds.

I t  shou l d  a l so  be  no ted  tha t  th i s i n i t i a t i ve  con trasts wi th  recen t  po l i cy changes th rough  wh i ch  the  Québec governm ent has t i gh tened  i ts se l ect i on
cri te ri a  fo r ski l l ed  worke rs i n  genera l ,  no tab l y by requ i ri ng  m ore  work experi ence  i n  one  o f  i ts f l agsh i p  p rog ram s, the  Québec experi ence  p rog ram .
Ano the r a t tem pt a t  re fo rm i ng  the  sam e p rog ram  was strong l y con tested  i n  2019 .

We wi l l  ca re fu l l y m on i to r the  i m pact  o f  th i s i n i t i a t i ve ,  wh i ch  shou l d  i n  any even t  have  a  posi t i ve  e ffect  on  the  i m m i g ra t i on  o f  f rancophones to  Canada .

The Government of Québec introduces three permanent residence immigration pilot programs in health, new
technologies and food processing

On October 28 ,  Nad i ne  Gi rau l t ,  Québec’s M i n i ste r o f  Im m i g ra t i on ,  Franci za t i on  and  In teg ra t i on ,  p resen ted  a  d ra f t  regu l a t i on  tha t  wou l d  faci l i ta te
perm anen t resi dency fo r ce rta i n  worke rs.  T hese  p i l o t  p ro j ects ta rge t :

Orderl i es,  i .e . ,  nu rses’ a i des,  nu rsi ng  auxi l i a ri es and  o the r worke rs i n  si m i l a r ro l es;

Worke rs i n  a rt i f i ci a l  i n te l l i gence ,  i n fo rm at i on  techno l ogy and  vi sua l  e ffects;  and ,

Worke rs i n  food  p rocessi ng .

Wi th  respect  to  o rde rl i es,  the  Québec governm ent i s t ryi ng  to  f i l l  a  g l a ri ng  gap  i n  the  p rovi nce ’s hea l th -ca re  system .  T h i s sho rtage  o f  o rde rl i es was
m ade  m ore  apparen t  du ri ng  the  COVID-19  pandem i c,  fo rci ng  a  regu l a to ry response .

As fo r worke rs i n  a rt i f i ci a l  i n te l l i gence ,  M on tréa l  i s posi t i on i ng  i tse l f  as a  g l oba l  st ra teg i c hub  i n  th i s i ndustry,  bene f i t i ng  f rom  num erous pub l i c and
pri va te  i nvestm en ts as we l l  as the  deve l opm ent o f  a  un i ve rsi ty po l e .  T h i s re fo rm  l i ke l y a i m s to  support  the  g rowth  o f  th i s secto r i n  Québec by
faci l i ta t i ng  the  a rri va l  o f  new ta l en t .

I t  shou l d  be  no ted  tha t  each  p rog ram  i ncl udes the  ri gh t  o f  the  worke r’s spouse  to  app l y fo r an  open  work pe rm i t ,  regard l ess o f  the  l eve l  o f  the  Na t i ona l
Occupa t i ona l  Cl assi f i ca t i on  co rrespond i ng  to  the  posi t i on  o ffe red ,  the  need  to  have  a  ce rta i n  l eve l  o f  French ,  and  the  ob l i ga t i on  to  m ee t the  requ i red
m i n i m a l  se t t l em en t funds.  Curren t l y,  i t  i s an t i ci pa ted  tha t  550  p l aces wi l l  be  ava i l ab l e  th rough  each  p rog ram .

T hese  p ro j ects a re  l i ke l y to  com e i n to  fo rce  i n  Decem ber 2020 ,  i n  the  absence  o f  any m a j o r con testa t i on  o r changes,  and  shou l d  end  i n  January 2026 ,
sub j ect  to  possi b l e  extensi ons.  T he  th ree  p ro j ects a re  sub j ect  to  d i ffe ren t  cond i t i ons and  we  i nvi te  you  to  con tact  BLG's Busi ness Im m i g ra t i on  team fo r
m ore  i n fo rm at i on  on  the  de ta i l s app l i cab l e  to  each  type  o f  cand i da te .
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