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British Columbia Unveils New Clean Energy Plan
On Decem ber 5 ,  2018 ,  the  B.C. governm ent unve i l ed  a  new cl ean  energy p l an ,  Cl eanBC, wh i ch  ou t l i nes the  governm ent ’s st ra tegy to  ach i eve  75% o f
the  Provi nce ’s 2030  g reenhouse  gas (GHG) em i ssi ons ta rge t  (how the  rem a i n i ng  25% wi l l  be  ach i eved  rem a i ns to  be  de te rm i ned).

T he  fu l l  repo rt  can  be  read  he re .

T he  h i gh l i gh ts report  can  be  read  he re .

What’s In the Plan?

T he  p l an  ou t l i nes a  num ber o f  i n i t i a t i ves tha t  a re  i n tended  to  “cl ean” o r “g reen” the  t ransporta t i on ,  construct i on ,  waste  and  i ndustri a l  secto rs o f  the  B.C.
econom y, p ri m ari l y by reduci ng  the  use  o f  fossi l  fue l s and  i ncreasi ng  the  use  o f  e l ectri ci ty i n  these  secto rs.

Key i n i t i a t i ves p l anned  fo r the  i ndustri a l  secto r o f  the  B.C. econom y i ncl ude :

Worki ng  wi th  na tu ra l  gas p rovi de rs to  pu t  i n  p l ace  a  m i n i m um  requ i rem en t fo r 15  pe r cen t  renewab l e  con ten t  i n  na tu ra l  gas by 2030 .

Revi si ng  the  Provi nce ’s Renewab l e  and  Low Carbon  Fue l  S tandard  to  requ i re  supp l i e rs to  reduce  the  ca rbon  i n tensi ty o f  d i ese l  and  gaso l i ne  by 20%
by 2030  and  worki ng  wi th  renewab l e  fue l  p rovi de rs to  i ncrease  new p roduct i on  o f  650  m i l l i on  l i t res o f  renewab l e  fue l s by 2030  (abou t  8% o f  ou r
to ta l  annua l  fue l  use ).

Di rect i ng  a  po rt i on  o f  the  B.C. ca rbon  tax pa i d  by i ndustry i n to  a  “Cl eanBC Program  fo r Industry” com pri sed  o f :  (1 ) a  Cl ean  Industry Fund  tha t  wi l l
p rovi de  fund i ng  fo r em i ssi on  reduct i on  p ro j ects and  (2 ) an  Industri a l  Incen t i ve  tha t  wi l l  reduce  ca rbon-tax costs fo r opera t i ons tha t  m ee t speci f i ed
em i ssi ons benchm arks.

M aki ng  i nvestm en ts i n  e l ectri f i ca t i on  o f  upstream  o i l  and  gas p roduct i on  so  extract i on  and  p rocessi ng  a re  powered  by e l ectri ci ty i nstead  o f  fossi l
fue l s,  add i ng  new t ransm i ssi on  l i nes and  i n te rconnect i ng  exi st i ng  l i nes to  i ncrease  the  e l ectri f i ca t i on  o f  l a rge  i ndustri a l  ope ra t i ons.

Enact i ng  regu l a t i ons to  reduce  m ethane  em i ssi ons i n  the  upstream  p roduct i on  o f  na tu ra l  gas by 45% by 2025  (these  regu l a t i ons a re  expected  to  be
enacted  by the  B.C. Oi l  and  Gas Com m i ssi on  i n  2019).

Deve l op i ng  a  new l eg i sl a t i ve  f ram ework fo r regu l a t i ng  ca rbon  cap tu re ,  u t i l i za t i on  and  sto rage .

Key i n i t i a t i ves p l anned  fo r the  t ransporta t i on ,  construct i on  and  waste  secto rs o f  the  B.C. econom y i ncl ude :

By 2020 ,  enact i ng  a  ze ro -em i ssi on  veh i cl e  (ZEV) standard  tha t  wi l l  requ i re  au tom akers to  m ee t an  esca l a t i ng  annua l  pe rcen tage  o f  new l i gh t-du ty
ZEV sa l es,  reach i ng  10% i n  2025 ,  30% i n  2030  and  100% by 2040 .

Revi si ng  the  B.C. Bu i l d i ng  Code  to  requ i re  a l l  new bu i l d i ngs constructed  i n  B .C.  to  be  “ne t-ze ro  energy ready” by 2032 .

By 2030 ,  cap tu ri ng  75% o f  l and f i l l  m e thane  and  d i ve rt i ng  95% o f  o rgan i c waste  f rom  l and f i l l s.

Wi th  respect  to  LNG, the  p l an  no tes tha t  LNG Canada  i s worki ng  to  m ake  i ts K i t i m a t  faci l i ty the  worl d ’s cl eanest  i n  te rm s o f  GHG em i ssi on  i n tensi ty and
exp l a i ns tha t  the  Cl eanBC Program  fo r Industry wi l l  encourage  the  use  o f  the  g reenest  techno l ogy ava i l ab l e  i n  the  LNG secto r to  reduce  em i ssi ons and
encourage  econom i c and  j ob  g rowth .

What’s Next?

Looki ng  fo rward ,  the  p l an  l eaves m uch  to  be  de te rm i ned  i n  the  com i ng  years.  Fo r exam p l e ,  the  p l an  sta tes tha t  i n  2019 :

T he  Provi nce  wi l l  beg i n  a  new round  o f  engagem ent to  de te rm i ne  how the  Provi nce  can  ach i eve  the  rem a i n i ng  25% o f  i ts 2030  GHG em i ssi ons
ta rge t ;

T he  Provi nce  wi l l  estab l i sh  an  act i ve  t ransporta t i on  st ra tegy wi th  m easures to  support  new i n f rastructu re ,  educa t i on  and  i ncen t i ve  p rog ram s, and
sa fe ty i m provem ents;  and

BC Hydro  wi l l  undertake  a  revi ew tha t  addresses chang i ng  energy m arke ts,  new u t i l i ty m ode l s and  em erg i ng  techno l og i es to  de l i ve r on  Cl eanBC’s
l onger-te rm  e l ectri f i ca t i on  goa l s.

T he  p l an  a l so  sta tes tha t ,  i n  the  com i ng  years,  the  Provi nce  wi l l  deve l op  a  l ow-ca rbon  i ndustri a l  st ra tegy (i n  co l l abo ra t i on  wi th  the  Busi ness Counci l  o f
Bri t i sh  Co l um b i a ) and  a  “cl i m a te  change  adap t i on  st ra tegy”.

T he  fu l l  i m pact  o f  the  p l an  fo r busi nesses opera t i ng  i n  B .C.  has ye t  to  be  de te rm i ned .  We wi l l  con t i nue  to  m on i to r the  ro l l -ou t  and  i m p l em enta t i on  o f
the  p l an  and  i ts re l a ted  st ra teg i es and  to  upda te  th i s page  accord i ng l y.
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