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Municipal Elections Act Update: The Ontario Government Introduces Proposed
Changes To The Municipal Elections Act To Allow Ranked Ballots

On Apri l  4 ,  2016 ,  the  On ta ri o  M i n i ste r o f  M un i ci pa l  A ffa i rs and  Housi ng ,  the  Hon .  Ted  M cM eeken  i n t roduced  B i l l  181 ,  the  Mun i ci pa l  E l ect i ons
Modern i za t i on  Act,  2016  ("B i l l  181" ) wh i ch  p roposes changes to  the  Mun i ci pa l  E l ect i ons Act ,  1996 ,S.O. 1996 ,  c.  32 ,  Sched .  (the  "Act" ).

Wh i l e  the  Act  rem a i ns sub j ect  to  revi si on  as i t  m oves th rough  the  l eg i sl a t i ve  p rocess,  i t  i ncl udes changes to  how m un i ci pa l  e l ect i ons a re  run  i n  On ta ri o ,
i ncl ud i ng  estab l i sh i ng  a  f ram ework to  a l l ow ranked  ba l l o ts i n  a l l  o f  On ta ri o 's 444  m un i ci pa l i t i es.

M i n i ste r M cM eeken  sta ted  i n  the  Leg i sl a tu re  i n  support  o f  B i l l  181  tha t  the  p roposed  package  o f  re fo rm s,  wou l d ,  i f  passed :  "he l p  ensure  tha t  the  ru l es
govern i ng  how m un i ci pa l  l eaders a re  e l ected  a re  cl ea r and  re f l ect  how to  run  m odern  cam pa i gns and  e l ect i ons.  T h i s package  o f  re fo rm s responds to  the
rea l  and  evo l vi ng  needs o f  ou r com m un i t i es,  i ncl ud i ng  p rovi d i ng  m un i ci pa l i t i es wi th  the  op t i on  to  i n t roduce  ranked-ba l l o t  vo t i ng  fo r the  2018
m un i ci pa l  e l ect i ons."

Key p roposed  changes a re :

Ranked Ballots

To da te ,  no  m un i ci pa l i ty i n  Canada  uses a  ranked  ba l l o t  e l ect i on  system  and  cu rren t l y on l y the  Ci ty o f  To ron to  has the  exi st i ng  l ega l  au tho ri ty to
i m p l em ent a  ranked  ba l l o t  system . T he  p roposed  changes wou l d  g i ve  a l l  m un i ci pa l  counci l s i n  On ta ri o  the  op t i on  to  pass a  by-l aw to  use  ranked  ba l l o t
e l ect i ons,  once  the  governm ent passes a  regu l a t i on  au tho ri zi ng  these  e l ect i ons.

A de f i n i t i on  o f  "Ranked  Ba l l o t"  i s p roposed  to  be  added  to  the  de f i n i t i on  Sect i on  o f  the  Act :

" ranked  ba l l o t  e l ect i on "  m eans,  wi th  respect  to  an  o ff i ce  on  the  counci l  o f  a  m un i ci pa l i ty,  an  e l ect i on  au tho ri zed  under subsect i on  41 .1  (1 );

T he  new p roposed  Sect i on  41 .1  se ts ou t  a  f ram ework fo r ranked  ba l l o ts.

41 .1  (1 ) T he  L i eu tenan t  Governor i n  Counci l  m ay,  by regu l a t i on ,  au tho ri ze  e l ect i ons fo r o ff i ces on  a  m un i ci pa l  counci l  to  be  conducted  i n  acco rdance
wi th  the  fo l l owi ng  ru l es:

1.  E l ecto rs vo te  by ranki ng  cand i da tes fo r an  o ff i ce  i n  o rde r o f  the  e l ecto r's p re fe rence .

2.  Vo tes a re  d i st ri bu ted  to  cand i da tes based  on  the  ranki ngs m arked  on  the  ba l l o ts.

3.  T he  coun t i ng  o f  vo tes i s ca rri ed  ou t  i n  one  o r m ore  rounds,  wi th  a t  l east  one  cand i da te  be i ng  e l ected  o r e l i m i na ted  i n  each  round .

As pe r new p rovi si ons 41 .1 (2 ), (3 ) and  (4 );  41 .2 ,  m any o f  the  de ta i l s se t t i ng  ou t  how the  ranked  ba l l o t  system  wi l l  work i n  p ract i ce  a re  to  be  con ta i ned  i n
the  regu l a t i ons,  wh i ch  the  M i n i st ry wi l l  re l ease  a f te r the  Act  i s passed ;  th i s i ncl udes au tho ri za t i on  o f  usi ng  ranked  ba l l o ts,  requ i rem en ts fo r pub l i c
consu l ta t i on  be fo re  i m p l em ent i ng  a  ranked  ba l l o t  by-l aw, wh i ch  o ff i ces on  m un i ci pa l  counci l  wi l l  be  de te rm i ned  by ranked  ba l l o t ,  the  standards and
procedures,  de l ega t i on  to  m un i ci pa l  cl e rks and  coun t i ng  o f  vo tes.

T hus fa r,  the re  a re  no  p roposed  changes to  schoo l  board  t rustee  e l ect i ons to  a l l ow fo r ranked  ba l l o ts.

Nominations Calendar

Bi l l  181  p roposes to  sho rten  the  nom i na t i on  ca l endar.  Curren t l y,  fo r a  regu l a r e l ect i on ,  nom i na t i ons run  f rom  January 1  and  end  on  the  second  Fri day
i n  Sep tem ber;  th i s i s p roposed  to  be  changed  to  run  f rom  M ay 1  to  the  fou rth  Fri day i n  Ju l y.

Campaign Advert is ing

Bi l l  181  i n t roduces a  new Sect i on  88 .3  o f  the  Act  tha t  requ i res cand i da tes to  i den t i fy them se l ves on  the i r e l ect i on  cam pa i gn  advert i sem ents and  under
Sect i on  88 .7 ,  m un i ci pa l i t i es a re  en t i t l ed  to  rem ove  o ffend i ng  si gns.

New p rovi si ons a re  a l so  p roposed  regard i ng  th i rd  pa rty advert i sem ents (Sect i ons 88 .4 ;  88 .5 ;  88 .6 ) i ncl ud i ng  changes regard i ng  expenses,  spend i ng
l i m i ts and  i den t i f i ca t i on  requ i rem en ts.

Campaign Finance/Contribut ion Reform

Curren t l y on l y the  Ci ty o f  To ron to  has the  au tho ri ty to  ban  co rpo ra te  and  un i on  dona t i ons i n  m un i ci pa l  e l ect i ons.  T he  Ci ty o f  To ron to  has p roh i b i ted
these  con tri bu t i ons fo r the  past  two  e l ect i ons.  B i l l  181  extends tha t  op t i on  to  a l l  o f  On ta ri o 's m un i ci pa l i t i es by the  p roposed  add i t i on  o f  Sect i on  88 .15 .

T here  a re  a l so  p roposed  am endm ents m ade  regard i ng  cam pa i gn  con tri bu t i ons to  cand i da tes,  f i nanci a l  report i ng  requ i rem en ts,  expenses and  reg i ste red
th i rd -pa rty fundra i si ng .

Administrat ion of Elect ions

Bi l l  181  a l so  p roposes changes tha t  a re  i n tended  to  rem ove  ba rri e rs tha t  cou l d  a ffect  e l ecto rs and  cand i da tes wi th  d i sab i l i t i es and  m aki ng  i t  easi e r to
m ake  changes to  the  vo te rs l i st .
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