
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

BLG team Sleeps Out to raise awareness for homeless youth

When her th ree -year-o l d  daugh te r asked  BLG Partne r Tam ara  Wong  why peop l e  a re  sl eep i ng  on  the  st ree ts o f  Vancouver,  she  fe l t  com pe l l ed  to  respond
th rough  m ore  than  words.

She  d i d  so  by taki ng  act i on  and  j o i n i ng  Covenan t  House  Vancouver (CHV)'s annua l  Execu t i ve  S l eep  Ou t — a  fundra i se r a i m ed  a t  ra i si ng  awareness and
dona t i ons fo r Vancouver's hom e l ess you th .

On  Novem ber 19 ,  2020 ,  Tam ara  (a  CHV board  m em ber),  a l ong  wi th  a  BLG team  m ade  up  o f  BLG partne r Sean  M uggah  (a  l ong  t i m e  CHV board
m em ber and  advoca te ),  and  BLG associ a te  Sco t t  Gorski  spen t  one  n i gh t  S l eep i ng  Ou t.  T hey wan ted  to  ra i se  awareness and  fund i ng  so  tha t  Vancouver's
you th  m ay ge t  a  second  chance  a t  l i fe .

(P i ctu red :  Tamara ’ s daugh te r o f fe rs food  to  a  home l ess i nd i vi dua l  a t  the i r makesh i f t  she l te r i n  Vancouver. )

Covenant House's Continuum of Care

"Covenan t  House  p rovi des con t i nuous ca re  se rvi ces (to  these  you th ) tha t  extend  fa r beyond  a  bed  to  sl eep  i n ,"  sa i d  Sean .

" I t  a l so  encom passes m en ta l  and  physi ca l  hea l th  supports,  recrea t i ona l  opportun i t i es and  scho l a rsh i p  and  o the r educa t i on  assi stance ,  to  nam e bu t  a
few."

CHV "se rves you th  du ri ng  a  ve ry vu l ne rab l e  t i m e  i n  the i r deve l opm ent as they t ransi t i on  f rom  ado l escence  to  adu l thood ,  and  who  o f ten  have  l i m i ted
support  ava i l ab l e  to  them ,"  he  concl uded .

"Covenant House provides continuous care services (to these youth) that extend far
beyond a bed to sleep in" - Sean Muggah

Sean  knows a l l  abou t  the  cha l l enges faci ng  these  you th .  He  has been  i nvo l ved  wi th  CHV, as a  board  m em ber,  and  l a te r as cha i rm an  o f  the  board ,  fo r
m ore  than  10  years.

(P i ctu red :  Tamara  sl ep t  i n  he r f ron t  ya rd  i n  o rde r to  ra i se  funds fo r Covenan t  House)

BLG team's Sleep Out

" I  am  pa i n fu l l y aware  tha t  I  canno t  sa t i sfacto ri l y answer m y daugh te r's quest i on  wi thou t  be i ng  ab l e  to  say tha t  I  he l p ,"  Tamara  w ro te  to  he r con tacts i n
an  e f fo rt  to  ra i se  dona t i ons.

" I  wi l l  be  sl eep i ng  ou t  i n  so l i da ri ty wi th  those  you th  who  face  physi ca l ,  sexua l  and /o r the  em ot i ona l  abuse ,  wh i ch  the  m a j o ri ty o f  st ree t  you th
experi ence ,"  Tam ara  wro te .

"I wi l l  be sleeping out in sol idari ty wi th those youth who face physical , sexual  and/or the
emotional  abuse, which the majori ty of street youth experience." - Tamara Wong

"As a  m othe r,  the  sa fe ty and  we l l  be i ng  o f  young  peop l e  i n  ou r com m un i t i es i s som eth i ng  tha t  I  connect  wi th  pe rsona l l y.  As a  board  m em ber,  I  have
m ade  i t  a  p ri o ri ty to  h i gh l i gh t  the  cri t i ca l  se rvi ces tha t  CHV p rovi des to  you th  faci ng  abuse ,  hom e l essness,  add i ct i on ,  and  i den t i ty i ssues."

T he  Covenan t  House  S l eep  Ou t M ovem ent i s happen i ng  across Canada  and  the  Un i ted  Sta tes.

BLG's Vancouver team  has so  fa r ra i sed  m ore  than  $20 ,000  to  he l p  p rovi de  cri t i ca l  funds and  awareness fo r the  Resi den t i a l  Cri si s Prog ram s a t  Covenan t
House  Vancouver.

(P i ctu red :  Sco t t  sl ep t  on  h i s ba l cony i n  o rde r to  ra i se  aw areness abou t  home l ess you th )

ttps://www.covenanthousebc.org/get-involved/sleepout-movement



