
Cr i m i n a l  i n v e st i g a t i o n s,  e n f o rc e m e n t  a n d  re g u l a t o ry  p ro c e e d i n g s a re  d e f i n i n g  m o m e n t s f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s a n d  o rg a n i z a t i o n s a l i ke .  T h a t ’s wh y  y o u
n e e d  t h e  st a n d o u t  c r i m i n a l  t r i a l  a n d  a p p e l l a t e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  B L G ’s wh i t e  c o l l a r  c r i m i n a l  d e f e n c e  a n d  c o rp o ra t e  i n v e st i g a t i o n s t e a m .

We ’ve  b e e n  co u n se l  i n  so m e  o f  th e  m o st  n o ta b l e  wh i te  co l l a r ca se s i n  re ce n t  Ca n a d i a n  h i sto ry,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  su cce ssfu l  d e fe n ce ,  o n  a p p e a l ,  o f  R.  v.  Ba rra
— ca l l e d  a  “l a n d m a rk b ri b e ry ca se” b y th e  G l o b e  a n d  M a i l .  Ou r re ce n t  d e fe n ce  wo rk i n c l u d e s Ca n a d a ’s f i rst  p u b l i c i ze d  ta x e va si o n  i n ve st i g a t i o n  to  a ri se
f ro m  th e  l e a k o f  th e  Pa n a m a  Pa p e rs,  se ve ra l  m a j o r ca rte l  i n ve st i g a t i o n s a n d  m a n y h i g h -p ro f i l e  On ta ri o  S e cu ri t i e s Co m m i ssi o n  i n ve st i g a t i o n s a n d
e n fo rce m e n t  a ct i o n s.

Ou r p e d i g re e  g o e s b a ck m o re  th a n  fo u r d e ca d e s to  i co n s l i ke  T h e  Ho n o u ra b l e  De n n i s O ’Co n n o r.  To d a y’s su p e rsta rs i n c l u d e  Gra e m e  Ha m i l to n,  wh o  i s
d e scri b e d  b y Ch a mb e rs Ca n a d a a s “b o th  a  te ch n i c i a n  a n d  a  st ra te g i st ” wi th  “a n  i m p re ssi ve  co u rt ro o m  p e d i g re e ” a n d  Ca i t l i n  S a i n sb u ry,  wh o  h a s b e e n
re co g n i ze d  a s a  L i t i g a t i o n  S ta r b y Be n ch ma rk  si n ce  2 0 1 8 .  T h e  te a m  h a s b e e n  ra n ke d  Ba n d  3  b y Ch a mb e rs  si n ce  2 0 2 0  fo r o u r “p ro m i n e n t ” p ra ct i ce  i n
se cu ri t i e s,  sa n ct i o n s b re a ch e s,  ta x e va si o n ,  a n t i -co rru p t i o n  a n d  d e fe n ce  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s.

Sa vvy cri si s m a n a g e m e n t ,  st ra te g i c p re p a ra t i o n ,  sp e e d y re so l u t i o n  a n d  a b so l u te  d i scre t i o n  a re  th e  h a l l m a rks o f  o u r a p p ro a ch .  We  wo rk t i re l e ssl y to
a n t i c i p a te  th e  i ssu e s a n d  sa fe g u a rd  o u r c l i e n ts’ i n te re sts a n d  re p u ta t i o n .

Ou r wh i te  co l l a r cri m i n a l  d e fe n ce  a n d  co rp o ra te  i n ve st i g a t i o n s te a m  h a s e xp e rt i se  i n :

Acco u n t i n g  f ra u d

Asse t  fo rfe i tu re  p ro ce e d i n g s

B ri b e ry

Co n te m p t

Cri m i n a l  a p p e a l s

Cri mi n a l  Co mp e t i t i o n  Act v i o l a t i o n s

Cyb e rcri m e

De b a rm e n t

En vi ro n m e n ta l  v i o l a t i o n s

Exp o rt  co n t ro l  a n d  o th e r cu sto m s v i o l a t i o n s

He a l th  a n d  sa fe ty v i o l a t i o n s

He a l th  ca re  f ra u d

In si d e r t ra d i n g

In te rn a l  i n ve st i g a t i o n s

M a rke t  m a n i p u l a t i o n

M o n e y l a u n d e ri n g

Ob st ru ct i o n  o f  j u st i ce
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Pu b l i c  co rru p t i o n

Sa n ct i o n s v i o l a t i o n s

Se cu ri t i e s f ra u d

Ta x v i o l a t i o n s

Experience

Counse l  to  a  l ead i ng  cryp tocu rrency exchange  i n  i ts const i tu t i ona l  cha l l enge  o f  the  On ta ri o  Securi t i es Com m i ssi on  under Sect i on  8  o f  the  Charte r o f  Ri gh ts and

Freedoms .  T h i s was one  o f  the  f i rst  cha l l enges o f  i ts ki nd  si nce  the  Securi t i es Act was am ended  i n  On ta ri o  and  one  o f  the  h i ghest  p ro f i l e  wh i te  co l l a r cases i n

Canada  i n  2023 .

Successfu l l y de fended  a  U.K.-based  na t i ona l  i n  a  l andm ark p rosecu t i on  (R. v Barra) tha t  cl a ri f i ed  the  mens rea fo r b ri be ry under Canada ’s Corrup t i on  o f  Fo re i gn  Pub l i c

Off i ci a l s Act.  T h i s si x-year-l ong  p receden t-se t t i ng  case ,  successfu l l y de fended  on  appea l,  resu l ted  i n  f i ve  reported  CanL I I  deci si ons and  was one  o f  the  f i rst  cases to

test  the  Jordan  th resho l d  fo r de l ay i n  a  wh i te  co l l a r p rosecu t i on .

Counse l  to  an  i nvestm en t m anagem ent com pany tha t  had  d i scovered  tha t  m i l l i ons o f  do l l a rs i t  i nvested  on  beha l f  o f  one  o f  i ts cl i en ts cou l d  be  consi de red  p roceeds o f

cri m e  under the  Cri mi na l  Code.  T h i s m u l t i j u ri sd i ct i ona l  case i s l i ke l y the  f i rst  i nstance  o f  a  f i nanci a l  se rvi ces com pany app l yi ng  to  the  On ta ri o  Superi o r Court  o f  Just i ce

fo r d i rect i on  on  the  ongo i ng  hand l i ng  o f  i ts funds.

Acted  fo r a  m u l t i na t i ona l  de fence  con tracto r i n  a  cri t i ca l  hea l th  and  sa fe ty m a tte r.  Because  the  charges were  wi thd rawn on  the  eve  o f  t ri a l ,  the  case  never h i t  the

p ress.

Acted  fo r the  aud i t  com m i t tee  o f  a  pub l i cl y l i sted  techno l ogy com pany i n  an  i n te rna l  i nvest i ga t i on .

Represen ted  an  i nd i vi dua l  ta rge t  and  va ri ous re l a ted  cl ose l y he l d  co rpo ra t i ons i n  the  f i rst  pub l i ci zed  tax evasi on  i nvest i ga t i on to  a ri se  i n  Canada  f rom  the  l eak o f

the  Panam a Papers.

Conducted  a  two-year i n te rna l  i nvest i ga t i on  fo r a  m i n i ng  com pany regard i ng  i nsi de r t rad i ng  and  vi o l a t i ons o f  the  Corrup t i on  o f  Fo re i gn  Pub l i c Off i ci a l s Act.

Successfu l l y acted  fo r h i gh  p ro f i l e  co rpo ra te  de fendan ts i n  m u l t i p l e  ca rte l  i nvest i ga t i ons across d i ve rse  secto rs,  i ncl ud i ng  de fend i ng  a  cl i en t  i n  a  Canad i an

Com pet i t i on  Bureau  i nvest i ga t i on  concern i ng  a l l eged  p ri ce  f i xi ng  i n  the  Québec re ta i l  gas secto r.

Counse l  to  a  l ead i ng  cryp tocu rrency exchange  i n  a  cert i o ra ri  app l i ca t i on  by the  At to rney Genera l  fo r On ta ri o  to  com pe l  the  Provi nci a l  Court  to  g ran t  a  p revi ousl y

den i ed  genera l  warran t  to  Durham  Reg i ona l  Po l i ce  Servi ce .  Usi ng  the  genera l  warran t ,  the  po l i ce  had  p l anned  to  se i ze  cryp tocu rrency he l d  on  the  exchange .

ttps://www.canlii.org/en/on/onca/doc/2021/2021onca568/2021onca568.html?autocompleteStr=r.%20v.%20barra&autocompletePos=


Represen ted  si x York Reg i ona l  po l i ce  o ff i ce rs,  i ncl ud i ng  the  Ch i e f  o f  Po l i ce ,  faci ng  a  p ri va te  p rosecu t i on  fo r o ffences under the  Mun i ci pa l  Freedom o f  In fo rmat i on  and

Pro tect i on  o f  Pri vacy Act.  Fo r th i s case,  we  successfu l l y app l i ed  fo r cert i o ra ri  to  cha l l enge  a  d i scl osu re  o rde r aga i nst  ou r cl i en ts m ade  by a  Just i ce  o f  the  Peace  be fo re

the  charges were  wi thd rawn.

Acted  fo r an  i n te rvenor be fo re  the  Suprem e Court  o f  Canada i n  Worl d  Bank Group  v.  Wa l l ace,  wh i ch  pe rta i ned  to  com pe l l ed  th i rd  pa rty p roduct i on  i n  a  Corrup t i on  o f

Fo re i gn  Pub l i c Off i ci a l s Act p rosecu t i on .

Represen ted  a  Canad i an  bank-owned  securi t i es dea l e r i n  an  i n te rna l  i nvest i ga t i on  and  regu l a to ry i nvest i ga t i on  i n to  the  co l l apse  o f  the  asse t-backed  com m erci a l  paper

m arke t .

Speci a l  counse l to  the  Investm en t Industry Regu l a to ry Organ i za t i on  o f  Canada  i n  re l a t i on  to  m arke t  m an i pu l a t i on  p roceed i ngs.

Represen ted  a  Canad i an  bank-owned  securi t i es dea l e r i n  an  i n te rna l  i nvest i ga t i on  and  subsequen t  OSC no-con test  se t t l em en t regard i ng  a l l ega t i ons o f  con tro l  and

supervi si on  i nadequaci es regard i ng  custom er fees.

Acted  fo r the  fo rm er CFO o f  Hom e Cap i ta l  Group i n  On ta ri o  Securi t i es Com m i ssi on  en fo rcem ent p roceed i ngs and  re l a ted  cl ass act i on  p roceed i ngs.

Related Experti se

I n t e rn a t i o n a l  T ra d e  &  I n ve st m e n t

M e rg e rs &  A cq u i si t i o n s

Cyb e rse cu ri t y,  P ri va cy  &  Da t a  P ro t e c t i o n

S e cu ri t i e s Di sp u t e s

E n v i ro n m e n t a l  Di sp u t e s

BLG can also help you wi th

Co m p e t i t i o n  &  Fo re i g n  I n ve st m e n t  Re v i e w

Cl a ss A c t i o n s
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