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The Legal Listen
Get fresh perspectives on current-day topics from BLG 
lawyers. Listen to some of our top talents walk you through
a sampler of their respective specialties, in and out of BLG
platforms.

BLG’s corporate podcast, The Legal Listen, features various professionals and casts a 
wide net, but some of our lawyers also enjoy a more targeted presence online:

 Nadia Effendi is a regular guest on the Canadian Bar Association’s Modern Law 
series, to discuss recent news from the Supreme Court of Canada;

 Sandrine Mainville launched her own podcast in February 2023, Point.01, to 
explore sports-related issues;

 Guy Pratte launched The Art of Persuasion in April 2023, meeting with various 
figures who make a career of convincing others.

Episode 1: The nobility and purpose of persuasion with 
Marie Henein (Show notes)

Marie Henein is one of Canada's most celebrated and best-known lawyers. She is a 
senior partner at Henein Hutchison LLP, a sought-after public speaker, and author of 
the bestselling, not-so-typical law memoir, Nothing But The Truth: A Memoir. During this
conversation, host Guy Pratte questions Marie about her insightful book, the importance
of words, emotions, and the audience in a case, and her take on the art of persuasion.

Key moments:

[2:05]  The art of persuasion is part of Marie’s DNA.

https://www.blg.com/en/people/e/effendi-nadia
https://www.cba.org/Podcast/Modern-Law?lang=en-ca
https://www.cba.org/Podcast/Modern-Law?lang=en-ca
https://www.blg.com/en/people/m/mainville-sandrine
https://open.spotify.com/show/2iw2eTSulXC7t3HNg7hemX
https://www.blg.com/en/people/p/pratte-guy
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/perspectives/blg-podcast#art-of-persuasion
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/567280/nothing-but-the-truth-by-marie-henein/9780771039348
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[19:48]  For advocates, Marie describes the importance of the artful use of language in 
persuasion and the part emotions play in a case.

[38:01]  Marie explains why she wrote Nothing But The Truth: A Memoir and why she 
wanted to engage the public in this way.

Episode 2: Persuasive politics with former Canadian 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney (Show notes)

It’s now almost 40 years since Brian Mulroney became Canada’s 18th prime minister 
and 30 years since he retired from politics in 1993. Even his harshest critics at the time 
now acknowledge him to have been one of Canada’s most significant statesmen both 
on the national and the international scene. In today’s podcast, Guy Pratte explores how
Prime Minister Mulroney skillfully used persuasion to achieve success not only in 
politics but in law and business.

Key moments:

[8:39] From becoming “the voice,” to practicing law, to politics, PM Mulroney reflects on 
chapters of his life.

[17:57]  PM Mulroney’s take on the vital role of relationships in the art of persuasion.

[29:52]  PM Mulroney explains how he used the art of persuasion to broker Canada’s 
Free Trade Agreement with the United States.

Episode 3: Persuasion through illusion and 
transformation with Actor Colm Feore (Show notes)

Colm Feore is the most versatile and brilliant actor of his generation. From stage to film 
to television, he has played characters as diverse as Hamlet, Pierre Elliot Trudeau, 
Cyrano de Bergerac, Glenn Gould, and the inimitable Detective Martin Ward in the 
comedy series Bon Cop, Bad Cop. With each role, Colm Feore has managed to 
persuade us that he is the character he pretended to be. How does he do it?

Key moments:

[13:39] Colm Feore considers every aspect of the illusion he creates as part of his 
transformation into a character.

[28:24]  Colm Feore shares what he believes is the essential ingredient of the art of 
persuasion.

[33:04]  For an actor, does inhabiting, or embodying another person offer insights that 
correspond with walking a mile in their shoes?

Episode 4  – Jury persuasion with Chilton Varner

https://www.instagram.com/colmfeore/?hl=es


3

There is perhaps no other context where the art of persuasion is put to the test as 
acutely as when a lawyer has to persuade a group of strangers, the jury, that her client 
is in the right. That is where this episode’s guest comes in: a senior partner at the 
prestigious law firm King and Spalding, Chilton Davis Varner was also president of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers (ACTL), only the second woman to occupy the office 
of the premier trial lawyer organization in the U.S. In this episode, Guy Pratte explores 
with Chilton Varner how she became one of the best jury trial lawyers of her country. 

Key moments:

[14:19] Chiton Varner shares a memory of her mentor, the great Judge Griffin Bell, 
former ACTL President and Attorney General of the United States.

[19:31]  Chilton Varner explains why she likes juries, why they are important, and the 
challenges they pose to an advocate.

[23:19]  By way of To Kill a Mockingbird book, Chilton describes why she prefers the jury
system even if the system is not perfect.

Episode 5  – The rules of persuasion with Lord David 
Pannick KC

Lord Pannick KC is without a doubt one of the greatest advocates of his generation. He 
has been involved in some of the most important cases in the United Kingdom, 
including his successful challenge of PM Boris Johnson’s attempts to avoid Parliament 
review of his Brexit deal, yet recently representing former PM Johnson before the 
parliamentary committee investigating statements he made to the House of Commons. 
He is a fellow of Oxford’s All Souls College, an honor reserved for the brightest of the 
bright, and he is a celebrated author of many books involving advocacy. Guy Pratte 
discusses with Lord Pannick the art of persuasion as practiced in courtrooms and the 
House of Lords, something few people know more about than Lord Pannick KC. 

Key moments:

[10:04]  Lord Pannick shares his views on the nature of advocacy in the United States 
and the United Kingdom.

[31:11] The role of humour in the art of persuasion is best kept mild and relevant.

[38:27]  Lord Pannick offers his thoughts on virtual hearings.

Episode 6  – Conviction and trust are the keys to 
persuasion with Alexander Shelley

In this episode, host Guy Pratte speaks with star conductor and maestro Alexander 
Shelley, music director of the National Arts Center Orchestra and principal associate 
conductor of London's Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. At first glance, it may seem 
surprising that we would discuss the art of persuasion with an orchestra conductor who 
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uses gestures instead of words to do his job. But Alexander Shelley, who has been 
described as a natural communicator both on and off the podium, explains that 
conductors must also be great persuaders if they are to succeed in convincing an 
orchestra and the public to embrace their musical vision. 

Key moments:

[9:44]  How Maestro Shelley persuades musicians to embrace his vision for a piece of 
music.

[20:39]  Maestro Shelley explains how different people can extract different 
interpretations and different styles from the same music.

[37:16]  How Maestro Shelley convinces the public that new music is worth listening to.

Episode 7  – Persuading with style with Tanya Taylor

In this episode, Host Guy Pratte speaks with star fashion designer Tanya Taylor. What 
do designing and selling clothes have to do with persuasion? Well, quite a lot, in fact, as
Tanya explains. During the conversation, she shares how she builds brand trust, how 
the in-store experience differs from online media, and how she helps clients project their
personal style into the world. Full disclosure: Tanya Taylor is Guy’s daughter-in-law. 
Listen in to discover how persuasion and fashion fit together. 

Key moments:

[10:27]  How Tanya determines what her market wants and how she persuades her 
team to embrace her vision.

[14:27]  Why Tanya believes Michelle Obama and other people of influence choose her 
designs.

[17:49]  How social media helps Tanya achieve her goals and how she uses the 
platform to persuade people to embrace her brand. 

Episode 8  – Changing people ’s minds with David 
Goldbloom

In this episode, Host Guy Pratte speaks with Dr. David Goldbloom, a well-known 
psychiatrist, best-selling author, tireless educator, promoter of mental health, an officer 
of the Order of Canada, and a member of the board of directors of the Royal 
Conservatory of Music. They discuss what we know—and don’t know—about the human 
mind, and what is required to persuade a patient that change is possible. 

Key moments:

[8:04]  Listening skills are the link between the arts and psychiatry, Dr. Goldbloom says.
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[11:15]  Dr. Goldbloom explains how pattern recognition is a component part of the art of
persuasion.

[27:00]  How Dr. Goldbloom persuades the public to clear the stigma of mental health 
and mental illness.

The Legal Listen Archives

 Top 5 Employment Cases: Decisions You Will Not Believe  
>Stream (13 mins) | >Download (29.9 MB, MP3)

o Featuring: Duncan Marsden and Andrew Pozzobon

 Managing Workplace Harassment Report 
> Stream (12 mins) | > Download (28.1 MB, MP3)

o Featuring:  Duncan Marsden and Andrew Pozzobon

 Blockchain 101  
> Stream (17 mins) | > Download (13.2 MB, MP3)

o Featuring: Alan Ross and Melissa Smith

 Autonomous Vehicles  
> Stream (24 mins) | > Download (43.3 MB, MP3)

o Featuring: Alan Ross and Tamara Tomomitsu

By

Duncan  Marsden, Andrew  Pozzobon, Alan  Ross, Melissa  Smith, Tamara  Tomomitsu, Ravi  Latour, Laurie  

Goldbach, Clay  Jacobson, Guy J. Pratte

____________________________________________________________________________________

BLG  |  Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal 

advice for domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. 

With over 725 lawyers, intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of 

businesses and institutions across Canada and beyond – from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing,

and trademark & patent registration.

blg.com

BLG Offices

Calgary

Centennial Place, East Tower
520 3rd Avenue S.W.
Calgary, AB, Canada
T2P 0R3

T 403.232.9500
F 403.266.1395

Ottawa

World Exchange Plaza
100 Queen Street
Ottawa, ON, Canada
K1P 1J9

T 613.237.5160
F 613.230.8842

Vancouver

1200 Waterfront Centre
200 Burrard Street
Vancouver, BC, Canada
V7X 1T2

T 604.687.5744
F 604.687.1415

http://bit.ly/BLGPodcast08-Stream
http://bit.ly/BLGPodcast08-Download
https://www.blg.com/en/people/m/marsden-duncan
https://www.blg.com/en/people/p/pozzobon-andrew
http://http://bit.ly/BLGPodcast07-Stream
http://bit.ly/BLGPodcast07-Download
https://www.blg.com/en/people/m/marsden-duncan
https://blg.com/en/Our-People/Pages/Pozzobon-Andrew.aspx
http://http://bit.ly/BLGPodcast06-Stream
http://bit.ly/BLGPodcast06-Download
https://www.blg.com/en/people/r/ross-alan
https://www.blg.com/en/people/_deactive/s/smith-melissa
http://bit.ly/BLGPodcast05-Stream
http://bit.ly/BLGPodcast05-Download
https://www.blg.com/en/people/r/ross-alan
https://www.blg.com/en/people/t/tomomitsu-tamara
https://www.blg.com/en/people/m/marsden-duncan
https://www.blg.com/en/people/p/pozzobon-andrew
https://www.blg.com/en/people/r/ross-alan
https://www.blg.com/en/people/_deactive/s/smith-melissa
https://www.blg.com/en/people/t/tomomitsu-tamara
https://www.blg.com/en/people/l/latour-ravi
https://www.blg.com/en/people/_deactive/g/goldbach-laurie
https://www.blg.com/en/people/_deactive/g/goldbach-laurie
https://www.blg.com/en/people/_deactive/j/jacobson-clay
https://www.blg.com/en/people/p/pratte-guy
http://www.blg.com
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Montréal

1000 De La Gauchetière Street West
Suite 900
Montréal, QC, Canada
H3B 5H4

T 514.954.2555
F 514.879.9015

Toronto

Bay Adelaide Centre, East Tower
22 Adelaide Street West
Toronto, ON, Canada
M5H 4E3

T 416.367.6000
F 416.367.6749

The information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended to constitute legal advice, a complete statement of the law, or an 
opinion on any subject. No one should act upon it or refrain from acting without a thorough examination of the law after the facts of a specific 
situation are considered. You are urged to consult your legal adviser in cases of specific questions or concerns. BLG does not warrant or 
guarantee the accuracy, currency or completeness of this publication. No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior written 
permission of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. If this publication was sent to you by BLG and you do not wish to receive further publications from
BLG, you may ask to remove your contact information from our mailing lists by emailing unsubscribe@blg.com or manage your subscription 
preferences at blg.com/MyPreferences. If you feel you have received this message in error please contact communications@blg.com. BLG’s 

privacy policy for publications may be found at blg.com/en/privacy.

© 2025 Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. Borden Ladner Gervais LLP is an Ontario Limited Liability Partnership.
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