
Rambod  Behboodi
Senior Counsel

T  613.369.4770

F  613.230.8842

Ottawa

RBehboodi@blg.com

LinkedIn

International Trade & Investment

Government & Public Sector

Anti-Dumping, Anti-Subsidy & Safeguards

Financial Services Regulatory

Public Law Litigation

Competition/Antitrust and Foreign 
Investment

Environmental

Rambod is recognized as one of Canada’s most knowledgeable and experienced trade 

lawyers.

He has extensive experience advising on and arguing North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) cases 

and World Trade Organization (WTO) cases, participating in multilateral environmental negotiations, and advising

on issues including agricultural trade, subsidies and antidumping, export controls, and technical barriers to trade. 

Rambod has also served on postings to the WTO and the European Union, and as Counsellor at the WTO, 

advising on antidumping disputes.

In addition to his trade expertise, Rambod has significant experience in financial regulation. As General Counsel 

at Finance Canada during the financial crisis, Rambod gained unique insight into the Department’s non-tax 

business lines, in particular regulation of financial institutions, anti-money laundering measures, and trade in 

financial services. He has advised finance ministries and central banks in both advanced and developing 

countries. 

Rambod was named the Canadian Competition Bureau’s first Deputy Commissioner for Competition Promotion 

in 2014, where he helped establish the branch. In this role, he was responsible for economic analysis and 

advocacy, compliance, and international cooperation.

Prior to joining BLG, Rambod worked at a global firm in Geneva, providing policy and legal advice to public and 

private sector interests on a range of access, regulatory, litigation and institutional issues.
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Rambod has taught international economic regulation and litigation at various universities in Canada, the United 

States and Europe throughout his career.

Rambod is fluent in English, French and Farsi.

Experience

 Barrister

o Government of Morocco in a WTO dispute against Tunisia in respect of Morocco’s 

antidumping practices; the dispute is under appeal

o Government of Canada in various WTO disputes:

 Canada – Wheat Board, head of delegation in the first ever dispute on the scope of 

state-trading enterprise obligations of the WTO Agreement, secured significant win for 

Canada.

 U.S. – Final Determination of countervailing measures on softwood, head of delegation 

in the first ever dispute before the Appellate Body of the WTO on the scope of "in-

country" benchmarks for subsidies cases and the definition of "goods" in the SCM 

Agreement

 U.S. – Byrd Amendment, head of delegation, first ever disputes on what constitutes 

"specific action against a subsidy" with important and far-reaching consequences for 

subsidy disciplines

 Canada – Measures Affecting Export of Civilian Aircraft (21.5) co-counsel in 

systemically important case clarifying the scope of obligation of a state in implementing 

panel reports

 Brazil – Export Financing Programme for Regional Aircraft (21.5) lead counsel, first 

case on the legal test for meeting the requirements of key exception to the prohibition 

on export subsidies in the SCM Agreement

 Canada – Measures Affecting Export of Civilian Aircraft co-counsel, first case on the 

scope of de facto export subsidy disciplines of the SCM Agreement, and the export 

financing activities of Export Development Canada

 Brazil – Export Financing Programme for Regional Aircraft lead counsel, first case on 

the scope of a developing country's obligations under the SCM Agreement, as well as 

key systemic findings on procedural questions 

 Solicitor and litigation manager

o Government of Canada, in various domestic public law litigation:

 Reference re Securities Act, [2011] 3 SCR 837:  Series of constitutional references 

dealing with Parliament's jurisdiction to regulate securities to ensure national financial 

stability.

 Canada (Attorney General) v. Federation of Law Societies of Canada, [2015] 1 SCR 

401:  Long-running case involving the interaction between Canada's money laundering 

regime, internationally-agreed financial monitoring and reporting requirements, and 

constitutionally protected rights related to solicitor-client privilege

 Bank of Montreal, et al. v. Réal Marcotte, et al., 2013 CanLII 18832 (SCC):  Canada 

participated as intervenor at various levels leading to the Supreme Court to safeguard 

Parliament's authority over consumer protection in respect of banking

o The International Trade Centre:

 Advised the Central Bank, the Finance Ministry, and the Trade Ministry of Uzbekistan 

on WTO accession services trade negotiations, in particular in respect of financial 

services liberalization, and strategic aspects of multilateral negotiations.



 Advised the Finance Ministry and the Trade Ministry of the Republic of Iraq on WTO 

accession services trade negotiations, in particular in respect of financial services 

liberalization.

o ACT for Living Wages, advised on due diligence implementation and the structure of dispute 

settlement mechanisms in the textile sector in Cambodia and Türkiye

 
 
 
 

Insights & Events

 Author, "EU customs reform: What Canadian exporters and trade associations need to know", BLG 

Article, July 2025

 Tariffs and Trade Resource Centre, BLG Perspective, July 2025

 Author, "Finding a ratification solution in the EU-Mercosur trade deal", BLG Article, June 2025

 Author, "Pharma, national security and tariffs: Where do we go from here?", BLG Article, June 2025

 Author, "Colombia's response to unfavourable investment arbitration: Renegotiate the bilateral 

investment treaty", BLG Article, May 2025

 Author, "A new threat to U.S. national security: the imminent demise of Hollywood", BLG Article, May 

2025

 Author, "Ontario’s new trade fund: Everything you need to know", BLG Article, May 2025

 Author, "U.S. releases new tariff changes for the automotive industry", BLG Article, May 2025

 Author, "CUSMA compliance and its relevance to the Canada-U.S. tariff dispute", BLG Article, April 2025

 Author, "Canada initiates WTO dispute over U.S. tariffs on automobiles and parts", BLG Article, April 

2025

 Author, "Breaking down barriers: Ontario pushes for a freer Canadian market", BLG Article, April 2025

 Author, "New federal support for Canadian businesses affected by U.S. tariffs", BLG Article, April 2025

 Author, "Automotive tariffs: The U.S. Presidential Proclamation and the Canadian response", BLG 

Article, April 2025

 Author, "Reprieve or escalation? “Reciprocal” and automobile-specific tariffs", BLG Article, April 2025

 Author, "Tariff war continues: Government seeks public input for trade measures on steel and 

aluminum", BLG Article, March 2025

 Author, "The City of Toronto adopts a tariff response plan restricting some government procurement to 

Canadian companies", BLG Article, March 2025

 Author, "The evolving tariff threat: Impact on hospitals in Canada", BLG Article, March 2025

 Author, "Canada-U.S. tariff war resumes", BLG Article, March 2025

 Co-Author, 'Managing the intersection of export controls and economic sanctions: Implications for legal 

and compliance teams and best practises for strengthening cross-departmental coordination', Journal of 

Financial Compliance, March 2025

 Author, "A new tempest this way comes", BLG Article, February 2025

 Author, "The evolving tariff threat: Impact on med-tech and life science industries", BLG Article, February

2025

 Author, "(Country of) origin story: Navigating country of origin claims in Canada and at the U.S. border", 

BLG Article, February 2025

 Author, "Country of origin for customs purposes", BLG Article, February 2025

 Author, "The return of the steel tariffs", BLG Article, February 2025

 Author, "EU-Mexico’s new trade deal: What about a trilateral trade tango with Canada?", BLG Article, 

February 2025



Beyond Our Walls

Professional Involvement

 Member, Law Society of Ontario

 Previous Member, Ordre des avocats de Genève

Community Involvement

 Board Member, Tastakel for Peace Education (Geneva)

Awards & Recognitions

 Recognized in the 2025 edition of The Best Lawyers in Canada - Ones to Watch™ (Labour and 

Employment Law)

 Received the 2014 APEX Award

 Received the 2013 and 2012 Justice Canada Portfolio Excellence Award

 Received the 2008 Minister's Award for Trade Service (DFAIT)

 Received the 2000 Head of the Public Service Award Minister's Citation for Trade Service (DFAIT)

 Received the 1999 Award of Excellence (Treasury Board Secretariat)

 Received the 1998 Award of Merit (DFAIT)

Bar Admission & Education

 Ontario, 1994

 LLM, University of Toronto, 1992

 LLB, University of Toronto, 1991

 BA, University of Toronto, 1988
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As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal advice for 

domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. With over 725 lawyers,

intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of businesses and institutions across 

Canada and beyond – from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing, and trademark & patent registration.
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