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On February 13, 2017, Corporations Canada published a public notice announcing a
new deadline for corporations created under Part Il of the Canada Corporations Act to
complete their transition to the Canada Not-for-profit Corporations Act. In accordance
with the notice, corporations that have not received a Certificate of Continuance by July
31, 2017 will be dissolved.

As many of you may be aware, the Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations Act (CNCA) was
proclaimed into force on October 17, 2011 with the purpose of replacing Part Il of

the Canada Corporations Act (CCA), a law that had governed the internal affairs of
federal not-for-profit corporations (Corporation(s)) for close to a century.

Upon the coming into force of the CNCA, Corporations governed by the CCA were given
until October 17, 2014 to complete the continuance process and obtain a Certificate of
Continuance (the Transition). Corporations that failed to Transition received a Pending
Dissolution Notice from Corporations Canada indicating that they would be dissolved if
they failed to complete the Transition within 120 days of the notice.

On February 13, 2017 Corporations Canada published a notice, stating that the final
deadline to complete the Transition is extended until July 31, 2017 and further stating
that Corporations that do not Transition by the new deadline will be dissolved.
Corporations Canada notes that in order for a Transition to be deemed complete, a
Corporation must have received a Certificate of Continuance; if a Corporation has not
received a Certificate of Continuance (even though it has submitted a transition request)
it is not deemed to have completed the Transition and could therefore be dissolved.

Corporations that have yet to Transition should be aware that there is still an opportunity
to Transition under the CNCA and to avoid dissolution. In order to Transition,
Corporations must replace their letters patent, supplementary letters patent (if any) and
by-laws with new charter documents: articles of continuance will need to be submitted to
obtain a Certificate of Continuance. Corporations will also need to create and file new
CNCA compliant by-laws with Corporations Canada.

Corporations that are charities and who have failed to Transition should be mindful that
dissolution for failure to Transition could result in the revocation of their registration as a
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charity and a requirement for it to pay revocation tax equal to 100 per cent of the value
of the remaining assets of the Corporation.

Please contact the applicable member of our Charities and Not-for-Profit group: Victoria
Prince (in Toronto), Sara Lemieux (in Ottawa), Ruth Spetz (in Calgary) or Sean
Muggah (in Vancouver). Alternatively, contact your usual BLG lawyer for more
information on Transitions and/or dissolution resulting from failure to Transition.

Expertise

Charities & Not-For-Profit

BLG | Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal
advice for domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm.
With over 800 lawyers, intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of
businesses and institutions across Canada and beyond — from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing,
and trademark & patent registration.

blg.com

BLG Offices

Calgary Ottawa Vancouver

Centennial Place, East Tower World Exchange Plaza 1200 Waterfront Centre
520 3rd Avenue S.W. 100 Queen Street 200 Burrard Street
Calgary, AB, Canada Ottawa, ON, Canada Vancouver, BC, Canada
T2P OR3 K1P 1J9 V7X 1T2

T 403.232.9500 T 613.237.5160 T 604.687.5744

F 403.266.1395 F 613.230.8842 F 604.687.1415
Montréal Toronto

1000 De La Gauchetiere Street West Bay Adelaide Centre, East Tower

Suite 900 22 Adelaide Street West

Montréal, QC, Canada Toronto, ON, Canada

H3B 5H4 M5H 4E3

T 514.954.2555 T 416.367.6000

F 514.879.9015 F 416.367.6749

The information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended to constitute legal advice, a complete statement of the law, or an
opinion on any subject. No one should act upon it or refrain from acting without a thorough examination of the law after the facts of a specific
situation are considered. You are urged to consult your legal adviser in cases of specific questions or concerns. BLG does not warrant or
guarantee the accuracy, currency or completeness of this publication. No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior written
permission of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. If this publication was sent to you by BLG and you do not wish to receive further publications from
BLG, you may ask to remove your contact information from our mailing lists by emailing unsubscribe@blg.com or manage your subscription
preferences at blg.com/MyPreferences. If you feel you have received this message in error please contact communications@blg.com. BLG’s
privacy policy for publications may be found at blg.com/en/privacy.

© 2026 Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. Borden Ladner Gervais LLP is an Ontario Limited Liability Partnership.


https://www.blg.com/en/services/industries/government-and-public-sector/charities-and-not-for-profits
https://www.blg.com/en/people/m/muggah-sean
https://www.blg.com/en/people/m/muggah-sean
https://www.blg.com/en/services/industries/government-and-public-sector/charities-and-not-for-profits
http://www.blg.com
mailto:unsubscribe@blg.com
http://blg.com/MyPreferences
mailto:communications@blg.com
http://www.blg.com/en/privacy



