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Pitman’s practice focuses on administrative law, with an emphasis on planning and 

development, expropriation and general municipal law.

Pitman appears frequently at the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT, formerly the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal) in 

planning and expropriation cases.

Experience

 Serves as counsel in proceedings before the OLT (including former Board of Negotiation), all levels of 

Ontario's court, and mediators and arbitrators.

 Represents private sector clients (developers, pension funds, industry) in a diverse range of planning 

matters and development charge matters throughout Ontario, including management of, or strategic 

advice on, development applications; submissions to municipalities and filing appeals; assembling 

consultant teams; negotiation of agreements; and OLT hearings, mediations and cost sharing 

arbitrations.

 Acts for industry and commercial clients in planning matters protecting operations against incompatible 

development. 

 Acts for public sector clients, including local and upper tier municipalities, school boards and hospitals, in

planning matters throughout southern Ontario. For municipalities, cases typically involve higher level 

policy approvals and site-specific development disputes at the OLT; for school boards and hospitals, 

most cases involve capital facility development approvals, policy planning or site protection. 
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 Prepares all forms of development agreements, including cost sharing, subdivision, site plan, pre-

servicing and front-ending agreements, and unique forms of development agreements such as transit 

station integration agreements.

 Provides expropriation process and litigation services to expropriating authorities, typically municipalities 

and school boards. Sample municipal projects include local and regional transit, road and bridge 

projects; sanitary and water service infrastructure; and special projects and major assemblies for urban 

renewal and industrial projects.

 Acts for landowners in expropriation claims against the Province, typically in relation to Highways 401, 

407 East, 400, 404, 427 and other Provincial highways and corridors.

 Provides legal opinions under the Municipal Act, 2001 and other legislation governing municipal authority

and action, particularly related to servicing, financing, infrastructure and governance.

 
 
 
 

Insights & Events

 Author, "Ontario introduces Bill 17 to build homes, communities and transit infrastructure faster", BLG 

Article, May 2025

 Author, "Re-writing Ontario’s planning policies – proposed Provincial Planning Statement 2023 and Bill 

97", BLG Article, April 2023

 Author, "Inclusionary Zoning Framework approved in Toronto", BLG Article, November 2021

 Author, "Proposed land use guidelines have consequences for Ontario planning approvals", BLG Article,

June 2021

 Author, "Modernizing the Expropriation Framework: A Year of Change", BLG Article, May 2021

 Trends to watch in 2021 – Infrastructure: tied to economic recovery, BLG Perspective, January 2021

 Author, "Minister’s zoning orders come to the fore in a pandemic", BLG Article, November 2020

 Author, "Fundamental Changes to Ontario’s Planning Regime Proposed by Bill 108", BLG Article, May 

2019

 Author, "Bill 139 Update: Major Changes to the Planning Act Come into Force on April 3, 2018", BLG 

Article, March 2018

 Author, "Province Releases Bill 139 Regulations For Transition From The OMB To The New Local 

Planning Appeal Tribunal", BLG Article, December 2017

 Author, "Bill 139 — The Proposed End Of The Ontario Municipal Board", BLG Article, June 2017

 Author, "Province Introduces Bill 204, ‘Promoting Affordable Housing Act,’ to Permit Inclusionary 

Zoning", BLG Article, June 2016

 Author, "How Bill 73 Affects Municipalities and Best Practices", BLG Article, April 2016

Beyond Our Walls

Professional Involvement

 Member, and former President and Director, Ontario Expropriation Association

 Member, and former Executive Member, Ontario Bar Association Municipal Section

 Member, BILD and Urban Land Institute, Toronto Council

 Member, International Right of Way Association

 Member, Lambda Alpha International



Awards & Recognition

 Selected by peers for inclusion in the 2026 edition (and since 2014) of The Best Lawyers in Canada® 

(Expropriation Law, Municipal Law, Real Estate Law).

 Recognized in the 2026 edition (and since 2019) of Chambers Canada – Canada’s Leading Lawyers for 

Business (Real Estate: Zoning/Land Use (Ontario)).

 Recognized in the 2026 edition (and since 2022) of The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory (Property 

Development)

 Recognized in the 2026 edition (and since 2016) of Benchmark Canada - The Definitive Guide to 

Canada's Leading Litigation Firms & Attorneys as a "Litigation Star".

 Recognized in the 2025 edition (and since 2021) of Lexpert Special Edition: Infrastructure

 Recognized as "Lawyer of the Year" for Toronto by Best Lawyers in Canada 2020 (Expropriation Law)

Bar Admission & Education

 Ontario, 1996

 JD, University of Toronto, 1994

 MA, in Environmental Science, University of Toronto, 1990

 B.Sc. (Hons.) in Environmental Science, University of Toronto, 1989
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BLG  |  Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal advice for 

domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. With over 800 lawyers,

intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of businesses and institutions across 

Canada and beyond – from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing, and trademark & patent registration.
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