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Data centres have rapidly emerged as a dominant force in global infrastructure
investment, accounting for more than 25 per cent of global greenfield investment in
2025. While they generate fewer jobs and contribute less to GDP than other sectors,
such as natural resources, jurisdictions across the world are actively seeking to attract
these projects to secure data sovereignty, boost national security and bridge tech
leadership gaps. Yet as Al reshapes the global economy, a central constraint is
emerging: the capacity to site, build, and power data centres at sufficient scale.

Canada is an attractive setting for data centre development, owing to its cold climate,
abundance of hydroelectric power and proximity to the United States market. Yet,
Canada remains a comparatively small player. As of early 2026, the U.S. boasted 40.6
GW of live data centre capacity, compared to Canada’s modest 1.4 GW of live capacity
in September 2025.

What does this mean for data centre proponents seeking to connect in Canada? It
depends on the jurisdiction. In Canada, electricity generation, transmission, and
distribution are administered by government-owned provincial authorities. Opportunities
and requirements vary widely depending on which province you are considering for a
new project. This publication examines four provinces and thus four distinct regulatory
approaches to data centre development.

From British Columbia, BLG Partner and National Leader of the Environmental Group,
Rick Williams, delves into B.C.'s electricity regulatory regime and how recent changes
impact data centre proponents.
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