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Further to our recent article discussing the Building Canada Act and the announcement 
by the federal government to launch the Major Projects Office (MPO) to facilitate the 
advancement of major infrastructure and energy projects that are of national interest, 
the federal government has announced the first and second tranches of nation-building 
projects that have been referred to the MPO.
Per the federal government’s recent statement, the projects referred to the MPO are 
linked to the following strategies:

 Realising Canada’s full potential as an energy superpower;
 Creating new trade and economic corridors to diversify our economy;
 Building our leadership in critical minerals to increase our independence; and
 Establishing our data sovereignty at a scale to serve Canadians safely and 

securely.

Moreover, if a project is designated as a “national interest” project, then the Building 
Canada Act would grant the federal government broad powers to streamline regulatory 
approvals and exempt a “national interest” project from specified federal legislation. This
ability to deem a project of “national interest” has not been utilized for the 11 projects 
announced so far by the MPO; however, as will be discussed further below, the recently 
announced memorandum of understanding signed by Prime Minister Mark Carney and 
Alberta Premier Danielle Smith indicates that the federal government has committed to 
declaring a new Alberta bitumen pipeline project of “national interest” upon its eventual 
referral to the MPO for consideration.

The first tranche of projects announced on September 11, 2025 purportedly represent 
over $60 billion to the Canadian economy and would create thousands of jobs; these 
projects are as follows:

Project  Proponent Sector Location

LNG Canada Phase 2 – expansion of 

existing terminal for liquefied natural 

 LNG Canada  Energy Kitimat, BC

https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2025/09/opportunity-blooms-in-wild-rose-country-federal-government-plants-major-projects-office-in-calgary
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2025/09/11/prime-minister-carney-announces-first-projects-be-reviewed-new
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gas to become 2nd largest facility of 

its kind in the world. 

Darlington New Nuclear Project – 

first G7 country to have an operational

small modular reactor.

 Ontario Power Generation  Energy Bowmanville, ON

Contrecoeur Terminal Container 

Project – expand the Port of 

Montreal’s container capacity by 

approximately 60%. 

 Montreal Port Authority Industrial Contrecoeur, QC

McIlvenna Bay Foran Copper Mine 

Project – existing mining project for 

the supply of copper and zinc. 

 Foran Mining  Mining East-Central, SK

Red Chris Mine expansion – 

expansion of existing mine to extend 

its lifespan for the supply of copper. 

 Newmont Mining & Imperial Metals  Mining Northwest, BC

The second tranche of projects announced on November 13, 2025 purportedly 
represent over $56 billion to the Canadian economy and would support 68,000 jobs; 
these projects are as follows:

Project  Proponent Sector Location

North Coast Transmission Line –

twinning of existing electricity 

transmission lines. 

B.C. Hydro Electricity Northwest, BC

Ksi Lisims LNG – proposed floating 

natural gas liquefaction and export 

facility to become Canada’s 2nd 

largest LNG facility.

Western LNG, Nisga’a Nation, Rockies

LNG Partners

Energy Pearse Island, BC

Canada Nickel’s Crawford Project –

new mine at the world’s 2nd largest 

nickel reserve to supply high-quality, 

low-carbon nickel essential for 

batteries and green steel 

Canada Nickel Company Mining Timmins, ON

https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2025/11/13/prime-minister-carney-announces-second-tranche-nation-building-projects
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Nouveau Monde Graphite’s 

Matawinie Mine – pen pit graphite 

mine that will be integrated with a 

planned Battery Material Plant to 

produce spherical graphite for 

batteries and other advanced 

manufacturing applications.

Nouveau Monde Graphite Mining Saint Michel des Saints, QC

Northcliff Resources’ Sisson Mine –

new mine for production of tungsten 

for both civilian and defence 

applications. 

Northcliff Resources Ltd. Mining Sisson Brook, NB

Iqaluit Nukkiksautiit Hydro Project – 

proposed 15–30 megawatt hydroelectric

facility that could fully replace Iqaluit’s 

diesel-generated electricity.

Nunavut Nukkiksautiit Corporation Electricity Iqaluit, NT

 

Although initially absent from the above 11 projects are any projects in Alberta, as a 
result of discussions and negotiations between Alberta and the federal government, on 
November 27, 2025, it was announced that Prime Minister Mark Carney and Alberta 
Premier Danielle Smith have signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) regarding 
the construction of a bitumen pipeline from Alberta to the coast of British Columbia, 
whereby the application for this pipeline project is intended to be ready to submit to the 
MPO on or before July 1, 2026, and that this new pipeline would be in addition to the 
expansion of the Trans Mountain pipeline. Of significant note from the MOU is that the 
federal government commits to declaring the new pipeline as a project of “national 
interest ”, which no project announced so far has been deemed; this means that the 
project may be exempt from specific federal legislation and a more streamlined 
regulatory process for approval. The MOU also stipulated various other construction 
projects, agreements, and commitments that Alberta and the federal government will 
jointly work towards – this MOU is discussed in more detail in the following recent BLG 
article.

Furthermore, in the announcement for the first tranche of projects, the federal 
government stated the following projects were also being reviewed which could indicate 
they may be included in the assumingly upcoming third tranche of projects:

 Critical Minerals Strategy : focus on mining projects involving critical minerals;
 Wind West Atlantic Energy : wind power project and associated support 

infrastructure in Atlantic Canada;
 Arctic Economic and Security Corridor : all-weather, dual-use, land and port-to-

port-to-port infrastructure project;
 Port of Churchill Plus : upgrade the Port of Churchill and expand trade corridors 

with an all-weather road, an upgraded rail line, a new energy corridor, and marine 
ice-breaking capacity;

https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/backgrounders/2025/11/27/canada-alberta-memorandum-understanding
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/backgrounders/2025/11/27/canada-alberta-memorandum-understanding
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/backgrounders/2025/11/27/canada-alberta-memorandum-understanding
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2025/11/understanding-the-regulatory-impacts-of-the-alberta-ottawa-mou-on-energy-development
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2025/11/understanding-the-regulatory-impacts-of-the-alberta-ottawa-mou-on-energy-development
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 Alto High-Speed Rail : Canada’s first high-speed railway, spanning approximately 
1,000 km from Toronto to Québec City.

BLG’s team of experts have extensive experience with major infrastructure projects from
inception to completion and are well-represented across the country, including boots on 
the ground in our Calgary office. If you would like to learn more about the opportunities 
that may arise from the MPO and its resulting projects, and how your organization might 
benefit, please feel free to contact us.
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