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Following Ontario’s lead, the B.C. government announced a new producer retail store 
(PRS) licence in early October 2022. This licence enables eligible, federally licenced 
cannabis producers to sell farmgate cannabis at stores located at their cultivation site. 
B.C.’s Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch will be accepting applications for PRS 
licences starting on Nov. 30, 2022, via an online portal.

Applications for PRS licences are limited to holders of micro- or standard-cultivation 
licences, nursery sub-licences and holders of both cultivation and processing licences 
for the same site. Those holding only a cannabis processing licence are not eligible to 
apply for a PRS licence.

The PRS must be located at “the same location or near to, but not overlapping with, the 
perimeter of the cannabis cultivation site.” The PRS must also comply with any relevant 
local government or Indigenous nation requirements related to cannabis stores, such as 
distance restrictions for cannabis retail stores in proximity to schools. The Agricultural 
Land Reserve Use Regulation, which limits the activities that can occur on agricultural 
land, including cannabis production and farm retail sales, also applies for any PRS that 
is located on agricultural land.

In addition, holders of a PRS licence are eligible to register for the B.C. Liquor 
Distribution Branch’s PRS direct-delivery program. This program differs from the Liquor 
Distribution Branch’s standard direct-delivery program by limiting the direct sale of 
cannabis products to the PRS licence holder’s own store and removing the production-
size eligibility restriction of the standard program.

If you are a federally licenced cultivator in British Columbia and have questions about 
applying for a PRS, please reach out to Todd Keeler.

By

Todd  Keeler

Expertise

Corporate Commercial, Franchise Licensing & Distribution , Competition & Foreign Investment Review, 

Cannabis & Psychedelics, Online Retail & E-commerce

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/30_2019
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/30_2019
https://www.blg.com/en/people/k/keeler-todd
https://www.blg.com/en/people/k/keeler-todd
https://www.blg.com/en/services/practice-areas/corporate-commercial
https://www.blg.com/en/services/practice-areas/corporate-commercial/franchise-licensing-distribution
https://www.blg.com/en/services/practice-areas/competition-foreign-investment-review
https://www.blg.com/en/services/industries/health-care-life-sciences/cannabis
https://www.blg.com/en/services/industries/technology/online-retail-and-e-commerce


2

____________________________________________________________________________________

BLG  |  Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal 

advice for domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. 

With over 725 lawyers, intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of 

businesses and institutions across Canada and beyond – from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing,

and trademark & patent registration.

blg.com

BLG Offices

Calgary

Centennial Place, East Tower
520 3rd Avenue S.W.
Calgary, AB, Canada
T2P 0R3

T 403.232.9500
F 403.266.1395

Ottawa

World Exchange Plaza
100 Queen Street
Ottawa, ON, Canada
K1P 1J9

T 613.237.5160
F 613.230.8842

Vancouver

1200 Waterfront Centre
200 Burrard Street
Vancouver, BC, Canada
V7X 1T2

T 604.687.5744
F 604.687.1415

Montréal

1000 De La Gauchetière Street West
Suite 900
Montréal, QC, Canada
H3B 5H4

T 514.954.2555
F 514.879.9015

Toronto

Bay Adelaide Centre, East Tower
22 Adelaide Street West
Toronto, ON, Canada
M5H 4E3

T 416.367.6000
F 416.367.6749

The information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended to constitute legal advice, a complete statement of the law, or an 
opinion on any subject. No one should act upon it or refrain from acting without a thorough examination of the law after the facts of a specific 
situation are considered. You are urged to consult your legal adviser in cases of specific questions or concerns. BLG does not warrant or 
guarantee the accuracy, currency or completeness of this publication. No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior written 
permission of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. If this publication was sent to you by BLG and you do not wish to receive further publications from
BLG, you may ask to remove your contact information from our mailing lists by emailing unsubscribe@blg.com or manage your subscription 
preferences at blg.com/MyPreferences. If you feel you have received this message in error please contact communications@blg.com. BLG’s 

privacy policy for publications may be found at blg.com/en/privacy.

© 2024 Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. Borden Ladner Gervais LLP is an Ontario Limited Liability Partnership.

http://www.blg.com
mailto:unsubscribe@blg.com
http://blg.com/MyPreferences
mailto:communications@blg.com
http://www.blg.com/en/privacy
http://www.blg.com/en/privacy
http://www.blg.com/en/privacy



