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Robert offers clients a sophisticated level of expertise in his commercial real estate 
transactional and lending practice. He has extensive experience in all aspects of 
commercial real estate transactions, including: 

 development
 acquisitions
 dispositions
 title and lease matters

Robert is a leading practitioner of defeasance transactions and regularly represents mortgage servicers 
and sub-servicers.Prior to joining BLG, Robert was a partner at a national law firm. In addition to his 
diverse private practice experience, he has worked in-house for an international financial institution, and 
has acted for national and international financial institutions, commercial real estate companies, asset 
managers and pension funds.

Experience

 Lead the Canadian Real Estate team for the disposition by K+S Group of its salt business for US$3.2B, 

including the iconic Windsor Salt mine in Windsor, Ontario.

 Represented Day & Zimmerman on the acquisition of EMC Power.

 Acted for an Asian branch of a Canadian financial institution with respect to a term loan facility for CAD 

$334 million loaned to a sovereign wealth fund for the purpose of acquiring Canadian real property 

assets.
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 Acted for Mohegan Gaming & Entertainment, a Connecticut-based casino operator, in the acquisition of 

Casino Niagara and Fallsview Casino from Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation, and related 

matters. 

 Acted for the developer of solar generation assets on the acquisition, build-out and financing of solar 

rooftop panels and acted for the developer of wind generation assets on property interest acquisitions 

and management. 

 Acted for the Servicer on a $600 million defeasance transaction, being the largest single asset 

defeasance transaction in Canada as part of the largest real estate bond financing in Canada, with 

extensive experience with similar transactions across Canada. 

 Acted for the developer of a King Street condominium project on a construction financing facility.

 Acted for an international property casualty insurer in respect of complex arrangements related to 

rebuilding and remediation of a damaged site. 

 Acted for a Canadian corporation with respect to the acquisition and development of a datacenter, 

including negotiation of lease closure matters for an existing tenant. 

 Acted on behalf of an acquirer of a core Ottawa hotel and office tower.

 Acted for a developer on complex title clarification matters related to a core development asset.

 Acted on behalf of a long-term leaseholder on the financing of their interest in an uptown Toronto 

landmark property. 

 Acted for a financial institution on the sale of a basket of residential mortgages to an offshore entity.

 
 
 
 

Insights & Events

 Co-Author, "Sanctions and Title: What Ontario Real Estate Lawyers Need to Know," Practical Law 

Canada, March 16, 2022

 Speaker, "Childhood Cancer Survivor / Ducati Enthusiast – Being A Drop Returning to The Ocean,"

Inspire North, November 2021.

 Author, "Do I have to reserve the last day of a lease for a sublease? ONCA says maybe not", BLG 

Article, October 2019

 Author, ""Forever" means 40 years for Restrictive Covenants in Ontario-The Andrews v. Rago Decision",

BLG Article, September 2019

 Author, "Ontario Superior Court Reaffirms Legal Test for Certificates of Pending Litigation", BLG Article, 

June 2019

 Author, "Hail the ROFR: Another Non-Compete Bites the Dust at the Ontario Appeal Court", BLG Article,

March 2019

Beyond our Walls

Professional Involvement

 Fellow, American College of Mortgage Attorneys (ACMA)

 Advisory Board Member, Practical Law Canada, Commercial Real Estate

 Member, Canadian Bar Association

 Member, Ontario Bar Association
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Awards & Recognitions

 Recognized in the 2022 edition (and since 2021) of The Best Lawyers in Canada (Real Estate Law) and 

in the 2022 edition (Commercial Leasing Law)

 Recognized in the 2022 edition of The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory (Banking & Financial 

Institutions)

Bar Admission & Education

 Ontario, 2000

 LLB, Osgoode Hall Law School, 1998

 BA (High Distinction), University of Toronto, 1995
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BLG  |  Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal advice for 

domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. With over 725 lawyers,

intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of businesses and institutions across 

Canada and beyond – from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing, and trademark & patent registration.
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