SLG

Borden Ladner Gervais

Full-court press to push single event sports
betting in Canada over the line

March 01, 2021

Bill C-218 adopted at second reading; Bill C-13 will not move forward in current House
of Commons session.

What you need to know

e OnFeb. 17, 2021, the House of Commons voted overwhelmingly in support of
adopting private member’s Bill C-218, the Safe and Regulated Sports Betting Act,
on second reading. Bill C-218 is now being referred to the last phase of hearings
with the Justice Committee before moving to third reading in the House of
Commons, the Senate and then to the Governor-General for Royal Assent.

« Following its adoption at second reading, Bill C-218 was immediately scheduled
for examination by the Justice Committee for their meetings on Feb. 23 and 25,
2021.

« Industry stakeholders such as Bragg Gaming Group?, Score Media and Gaming
Inc.2 and Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis® applauded the result of the vote
and its importance in moving Canada towards a modernized sports betting
framework.

e« On Feb. 18, 2021, the Speaker of House announced that government Bill C-13,
which also proposes to decriminalize single event sports betting in Canada, will
no longer proceed in the current legislative session.

« For full analysis of the implications of current federal and provincial proposals to
modernize gaming laws, please read our recent article: “A winning hand?
Combined changes to gambling industry could end Canada’s drift."

Consolidated support for C-218

Until Feb. 18, 2021, there were two bills - C-218 and C-13 - which proposed
decriminalizing single event sports betting in Canada. The bills were substantially
similar, but C-13 excluded horse racing, as it is regulated by the Canadian Pari-Mutuel
Agency.

There was confusion as to how the bills would co-exist in moving through the legislative
process. The Speaker’s decision to remove Bill C-13 from current consideration makes
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Bill C-218 the one to watch. Importantly, the Speaker’s decision was made in the
context of the government indicating its “strong support for single sport betting” and that
“in the interest of moving forward with the legislation in the most efficient manner
possible, the government will now focus its energy on supporting Bill C-218”.4

Following its adoption on second reading, Bill C-218 was immediately added to the
Justice Committee’s schedule -a positive sign for the bill’s progress. However, as the bill
is likely to face proposed amendments (specifically regarding horse racing), there will be
an opportunity for further debate on the final form of the bill when it is brought back to
the House of Commons for a vote. Despite the government indicating support for the
bill’s efficient passage, industry participants should keep a close eye on the proposed
amendments to Bill C-218 at the committee stage so as to anticipate any potential
difficulties with its further passage.

The deadline for written submissions on Bill C-218 is March 11, 2021 and the deadline
for proposed amendments is March 23, 2021.

Assuming C-218 is enacted in the current legislative session, the ball will then be in the
court of provincial regulators to determine how to implement and regulate single event
sports betting.

Investor response

The capital markets continue to respond warmly to offerings from sports betting industry
players, as indicated by Score Media and Gaming Inc.’s recent announcement of an
upsized initial public offering in the United States. Per the announcement, the size of the
offering has increased from five million to six million Class A Shares to be traded on the
Nasdaq Global Select Market.®

Takeaways

After decades of waiting, it appears the Canadian gambling industry has finally been
dealt a winning hand. We will continue to monitor the progress of Bill C-218 and its
corresponding reception from provincial regulators and keep gaming industry
stakeholders apprised of new developments.

To capitalize on the potential of the proposed changes, gaming industry businesses,
service providers and entrepreneurs need an effective engagement strategy with
provincial regulators. Our experts in sports and gaming, governmental affairs and
corporate and securities laws can help navigate the complex regulatory and legislative
landscape of sports and gaming to identify opportunities and strategies in connection
with the proposed decriminalization of single event sports betting. For assistance, reach
out to any of the key contacts listed below.

1 “Bragg Commends Successful Vote on Bill C-218 to Legalize Single-Event Sports
Betting” (Feb. 18, 2021).


https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/02/18/2177971/0/en/Bragg-Commends-Successful-Vote-on-Bill-C-218-to-Legalize-Single-Event-Sports-Betting.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/02/18/2177971/0/en/Bragg-Commends-Successful-Vote-on-Bill-C-218-to-Legalize-Single-Event-Sports-Betting.html

BLG

2 “Statement from theScore on the Status of Legislation to Legalize Single Event Sports
Betting in Canada” (Feb. 17, 2021).

3 “AGLC and Calgary-based company support move to legalize single-event sports
betting” (Feb. 16, 2021).

4 Canada, House of Commons, Hansard, 43rd Parliament, 2nd Session, No 61 (2021-
02-18).

5> “theScore Announces Pricing of Upsized Initial Public Offering in the United States”
(Feb. 24, 2021).

By
Cameron A. MacDonald, Galen Flaherty

Expertise

Capital Markets, Corporate Finance, Government & Public Sector, Public Policy & Government Relations,
Sports & Gaming Law

BLG | Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal
advice for domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm.
With over 725 lawyers, intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of
businesses and institutions across Canada and beyond — from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing,
and trademark & patent registration.

blg.com

BLG Offices

Calgary Ottawa Vancouver

Centennial Place, East Tower World Exchange Plaza 1200 Waterfront Centre
520 3rd Avenue S.W. 100 Queen Street 200 Burrard Street
Calgary, AB, Canada Ottawa, ON, Canada Vancouver, BC, Canada
T2P OR3 K1P 1J9 V7X 1T2

T 403.232.9500 T 613.237.5160 T 604.687.5744

F 403.266.1395 F 613.230.8842 F 604.687.1415
Montréal Toronto

1000 De La Gauchetiére Street West Bay Adelaide Centre, East Tower

Suite 900 22 Adelaide Street West

Montréal, QC, Canada Toronto, ON, Canada

H3B 5H4 M5H 4E3

T 514.954.2555 T 416.367.6000

F 514.879.9015 F 416.367.6749

The information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended to constitute legal advice, a complete statement of the law, or an
opinion on any subject. No one should act upon it or refrain from acting without a thorough examination of the law after the facts of a specific
situation are considered. You are urged to consult your legal adviser in cases of specific questions or concerns. BLG does not warrant or
guarantee the accuracy, currency or completeness of this publication. No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior written

3


https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210217006027/en/Statement-from-theScore-on-the-Status-of-Legislation-to-Legalize-Single-Event-Sports-Betting-in-Canada
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210217006027/en/Statement-from-theScore-on-the-Status-of-Legislation-to-Legalize-Single-Event-Sports-Betting-in-Canada
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/aglc-and-calgary-based-company-support-move-to-legalize-single-event-sports-betting-1.5311315
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/aglc-and-calgary-based-company-support-move-to-legalize-single-event-sports-betting-1.5311315
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210224006208/en/theScore-Announces-Pricing-of-Upsized-Initial-Public-Offering-in-the-United-States
https://www.blg.com/en/people/m/macdonald-cameron
https://www.blg.com/en/people/f/flaherty-galen
https://www.blg.com/en/services/practice-areas/capital-markets
https://www.blg.com/en/services/practice-areas/capital-markets/corporate-finance
https://www.blg.com/en/services/industries/government-,-a-,-public-sector
https://www.blg.com/en/services/industries/government-,-a-,-public-sector/public-policy-and-government-relations
https://www.blg.com/en/services/industries/sports-gaming-law
http://www.blg.com

BLG

permission of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. If this publication was sent to you by BLG and you do not wish to receive further publications from
BLG, you may ask to remove your contact information from our mailing lists by emailing unsubscribe@blg.com or manage your subscription

preferences at blg.com/MyPreferences. If you feel you have received this message in error please contact communications@blg.com. BLG’s
privacy policy for publications may be found at blg.com/en/privacy.

© 2025 Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. Borden Ladner Gervais LLP is an Ontario Limited Liability Partnership.


mailto:unsubscribe@blg.com
http://blg.com/MyPreferences
mailto:communications@blg.com
http://www.blg.com/en/privacy
http://www.blg.com/en/privacy
http://www.blg.com/en/privacy



