
Shipping

Today’s ship owners, operators, charterers and suppliers face a shifting economic 

landscape marked by consolidation, environmental concerns, pressure from competitors

and new technologies. It’s imperative to have a skilled legal team that understands the 

distinctive challenges faced by businesses involved in shipping law and can advise on 

potential risks.

With over a century of experience, offices across Canada and a worldwide client base, we are Canada’s only 

law firm with a dedicated, fully-integrated national shipping practice. We provide expert legal advice and 

dispute resolution services to safeguard clients’ interests and ensure compliance with the applicable legal and 

regulatory frameworks. 

Our lawyers have the knowledge and experience to effectively and efficiently negotiate the most sophisticated 

shipping transactions and resolve the most complex disputes. 

We assist clients with:

 dispute resolution/litigation and arbitration

 advice on legal and regulatory frameworks

 commercial transactions and financing of shipping assets

 marine casualty response

 inquiries/investigations by Canadian authorities

Our team provides dispute resolution and litigation services, including:

 casualty investigations, including groundings, collisions and personal injury

 ship arrest, detention and judicial sale

 charterparty disputes

 salvage and general average

 cargo claim defence

 pollution and other environmental prosecution

 ship building and repair disputes

 recognition and enforcement of foreign bankruptcies, judgments and arbitration awards

 limitation of liability proceedings

 stowaway and deserter issues

 personal injury claims

 freight and demurrage claims

We also offer transactions and regulatory advisory services for the following:
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 autonomous vessels and technology

 charterparties, booking notes, bills of lading and other contracts of carriage

 importing vessels, re-flagging, coasting trade and Transport Canada regulatory compliance

 ship construction, conversion and repair contracts

 ship finance, sale and purchase

 terminal operations and stevedoring agreements

 ship management agreements

 privacy and intellectual property rights in the shipping sector

 tax planning and customs issues

 marine insurance and coverage issues

 bankruptcy and insolvency restructuring

 transportation of dangerous goods

 immigration, including intra-company transfers and crewing issues

Our lawyers are involved in the leading judicial decisions that form the essence of Canadian shipping law and 

the key transactions that shape Canada's shipping industry.

We are the preferred counsel to:

 ship owners, charterers and managers

 steamship lines

 P & I clubs and transportation insurers

 terminals

 freight forwarders

 logistics providers

 ports

 warehouses

 cruise lines

Experience

 Davie in its acquisition of the assets of Finland's Helsinki Shipyard Oy.

 Clients in regulatory investigations and civil proceedings including groundings, allisions, collisions and 

pollution incidents. We act on minor casualties and complex matters involving pollution, general 

average, salvage and limitation of liability issues.

 Clients in mergers and acquisition of shipping assets, marine terminals and shipping businesses, 

including competition matters, regulatory approvals, deal management and drafting agreements and 

documentation

 Clients in charter party and commercial disputes related to vessel design and construction, supply 

contracts, supply of necessaries, maritime project management and long-term supply contracts.
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BLG  |  Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal advice 

for domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. With over 725 

lawyers, intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of businesses and 

institutions across Canada and beyond – from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing, and trademark & 

patent registration.

blg.com

BLG Offices

Calgary

Centennial Place, East Tower
520 3rd Avenue S.W.
Calgary, AB, Canada
T2P 0R3

T 403.232.9500
F 403.266.1395

Ottawa

World Exchange Plaza
100 Queen Street
Ottawa, ON, Canada
K1P 1J9

T 613.237.5160
F 613.230.8842

Vancouver

1200 Waterfront Centre
200 Burrard Street
Vancouver, BC, Canada
V7X 1T2

T 604.687.5744
F 604.687.1415

Montréal

1000 De La Gauchetière Street West
Suite 900
Montréal, QC, Canada
H3B 5H4

T 514.954.2555
F 514.879.9015

Toronto

Bay Adelaide Centre, East Tower
22 Adelaide Street West
Toronto, ON, Canada
M5H 4E3

T 416.367.6000
F 416.367.6749
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