Patient Care
The laws surrounding patient care are complex and require expert advice. It’s crucial to have a
specialized team of advisors and advocates who can provide immediate answers and long-term
solutions to regulatory, legal, reputational and human considerations.

Experience









Acted pro bono for an intervener (the Schizophrenia Society of Canada), in its intervention before the
Supreme Court of Canada in Starson v. Swayze case, which considered the legal test for capacity to
consent to treatment in psychiatric care under Ontario’s Health Care Consent Act. The Court
accepted our unique submissions as to the requisite burden of proof on health practitioners, thereby
clarifying an important principle of law in a direction favourable to healthcare providers and families.
Routinely represent the interests of forensic psychiatric facilities and health care providers before the
Ontario Review Board and the Consent and Capacity Board.
Provide general legal advice to the senior team and Board of Directors on patient care issues relating
to the psychiatric patient population. As examples: hospital policies relating to the duties of the officer
or person in charge, compliance with the legislation governing mental health care, privacy legislation,
the use of restraints and seclusion, risk management, documentation, quality of care reviews,
physician privilege issues and corporate governance.
Represent psychiatric facilities and children’s mental health centres and their staff at Coroner's
Inquests and other public inquiries, and in civil litigation defending against claims in relation to suicide
attempts, completed suicides, wrongful detention, adverse outcomes after elopements and other
psychiatric issues.
Routinely advise some of the leading providers of mental health services to children and youth,
enabling the provision of treatment even in the face of oppositional behaviours, dysfunctional family
relationships and scarce resources.
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