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Emily is a seasoned capital markets and derivatives lawyer and trusted advisor. She 
provides strategic legal advice on a wide range of issues including derivatives, fund 
formation, private credit and a broad range of investment-related matters.

She frequently drafts and negotiates complex financial agreements and provides advice on domestic and 

international laws and regulation and their impact on transactional agreements. She also has extensive 

experience advising on adherence to International Swaps and Derivatives Association (ISDA) protocols.

Prior to joining BLG, Emily acted as lead derivatives counsel at a large pension plan in Ontario for over a decade,

providing advice on a wide range of capital markets and derivatives issues. Emily also previously practiced at an 

international firm, where she was Co-Chair of the Derivatives Group.

Emily is a regular speaker at industry forums and conferences.

 
 
 
 
 

Beyond Our Walls

Professional Involvement

 Member, Canadian Steering Committee, International Swaps and Derivatives Association (ISDA), 2011-

2024

mailto:EODonohue@blg.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/emily-o-donohue-b26a3515/
https://www.blg.com/en/services/practice-areas/capital-markets
https://www.blg.com/en/services/practice-areas/capital-markets/derivatives
https://www.blg.com/en/services/practice-areas/investment-management


Community Involvement

 Volunteer, The 519 Legal Clinic, 2021-2023

 Director, Canadian Centre for Gender & Sexual Diversity, 2023-2024

Awards & Recognition

 VersaFi, formerly WCM, 2002 Champion of Change

Bar Admission & Education

 Ontario, 2003

 LL.B., University of Western Ontario, 2002

 BA (Honours), Brock University, 1999
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BLG  |  Canada’s Law Firm

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal advice for 

domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. With over 725 lawyers,

intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of businesses and institutions across 

Canada and beyond – from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing, and trademark & patent registration.
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