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James’ practice focuses on construction litigation. He provides counsel to a variety of
contractors, work providers, engineering firms, architectural firms, and manufacturers in
the context of major projects, namely in relation to:

e Construction claims including claims for extras and impact costs;
o Professional liability;

e Public procurement and calls for tenders;

e Governance and compliance;

e Legal requirements for licences and permits;

e Construction liens (legal hypothecs).

James is proficient in English, French, Japanese and Spanish.

Experience

e Obtained (for contractors, work providers, engineering firms, architectural firms and manufacturers)
favourable settlements through negotiations in relation to several major claims relating to civil
engineering works (site preparation, highways, bridges, hydroelectric works), industrial projects
(hospitals, office buildings, etc.) and engineering services.

e Acted as project counsel for a general contractor in the context of a significant project for the
reconstruction of the Turcot interchange located in downtown Montréal.
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Orviande inc. v. Entreposages Frigoriques Total inc., 2024 QCCS 4585: representation of a specialized
manufacturer, having successfully obtained the complete dismissal of a 6.6M$ claim directed against
said manufacturer for alleged construction deficiencies.

9274-8706 Québec inc. v. Barrington, 2023 QCCS 5145: Successfully defended a vehicle manufacturer
and distributor in a complex arbitration, having obtained a summary judgment in first instance dismissing
the plaintiff vehicle dealership claims due to statutory limitation, thereafter obtaining the dismissal of a
judicial review aiming to overturn the arbitration award.

Couillard Construction Limitée v. Le Procureur Général du Québec, 2023 QCCS 252: obtained, for a
general contractor responsible for construction of an extension of Highway A-5, a favourable judgment
awarding compensation for the entirety of the amounts claimed for extras and unpaid contractual
holdback.

Couillard Construction Limitée v. Procureur Général du Québec, 2022 QCCS 2069: obtained, for a
general contractor whose bid was illegally set aside, a declaration of said bid’s validity and
compensation for lost profits.

Prévimed inc. v. Centre intégré de santé et de services sociaux de Laval, 2019 QCCS 4122: obtained,
for a healthcare establishment having administered a public call for tenders seeking the provision of
respiratory home care services, the dismissal of a claim for lost profits instituted by the lowest bidder,
though whose bid was not compliant.

Pentax Canada inc. v. Groupe d’approvisionnement en commun de I'Est du Québec, 2014 QCCS 995:
representation of a specialized manufacturer having been awarded a significant contract for the
provision of medical equipment to various Québec-based healthcare establishments, and obtained the
dismissal of proceedings instituted by a competitor aiming to invalidate the public tender process in
question.

Insights & Events

Author, "Water contamination: MTQ gets blamed, contractor gets paid”, BLG Article, June 2023
Co-presenter, "Optimization and best practices for expert meetings in judicial proceedings," BLG
Construction and Infrastructure Symposium, March 2023.

Speaker, "Les enseignements de la jurisprudence récente en matiére d’appels d’offres : les points
importants a ne pas négliger pour éviter des litiges entre les parties," Open Forum's Public Sector
Construction Strategic Day, October 15 2020.

Co-speaker, "Navigating COVID-19: Managing the contractual and related legal protections and risks for
construction companies”, Canadian Construction Association, April 16, 2020

Author, "L’application des clauses de force majeure dans I'industrie de la construction”, blog of the
Association des firmes de génie-conseil — Québec (AFG), April 13, 2020

Co-presenter, "Radiation, réduction et substitution des hypothéques légales de la construction :
comment trouver chaussure a son pied ?," BLG's Construction Law Symposium, April 25, 2018.

Beyond our Walls

Professional Involvement

Member, Barreau du Québec
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Awards & Recognition
e Recognized in the 2025 edition (and since 2023) of The Best Lawyers in Canada (Construction Law)

e Recognized in the 2025 edition of The Canadian Legal Lexpert® Directory (Construction Law).
e Recognized in the 2025 edition of Lexpert® Special Edition: Infrastructure.

Bar Admission & Education

e Québec, 2012

e LLB, Université de Montréal, 2010
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As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) delivers practical legal advice for
domestic and international clients across more practices and industries than any Canadian firm. With over 725 lawyers,
intellectual property agents and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of businesses and institutions across
Canada and beyond — from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing, and trademark & patent registration.
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