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Pro bono work and helping others during COVID-19

Introduction

Anna  M arri son,  a  pa rtne r i n  BLG’s To ron to  o ff i ce ,  i s the  new cha i r o f  the  f i rm ’s Na t i ona l  Pro  Bono  Com m i t tee .  Anna  i s worki ng  wi th  the  m em bers o f  the
com m i t tee  to  con t i nue  to  support  the  f i rm 's st rong  com m i tm en t to  p ro  bono  i n i t i a t i ves across the  coun try.

We ta l ked  to  Anna  abou t  the  f i rm ’s h i sto ry o f  p ro  bono  work,  he r new ro l e  as cha i r,  and  how p ro  bono  work has changed  i n  l i gh t  o f  the  COVID-19
pandem i c.

Question 1 - Can you let us know a lit t le about the history of pro bono work at BLG?

Pro  bono  work has l ong  been  a  key p ri o ri ty fo r BLG, wi th  f i rm  l eaders taki ng  an  act i ve  ro l e  i n  cham p i on i ng  the  work,  i ncl ud i ng  the  l a te  Davi d  W. Sco t t ,
who  took on  num erous l eadersh i p  posi t i ons and  l ed  by exam p l e  th roughou t  h i s ca ree r.  T here  was a  g rea t  a rt i cl e  abou t  i t  recen t l y i n  ABC’s Na t i ona l
M agazi ne ,  where  m y co l l eagues M i che l l e  Henry and  Eri n  Duran t were  quo ted ,  sha ri ng  the i r vi ews on  the  i m portance  o f  p ro  bono  work and  how
m ean i ng fu l  i t  i s to  g i ve  back to  ou r com m un i t i es.

We have  taken  stri des to  a l i gn  and  ha rness the  st reng th  o f  ou r i nd i vi dua l  p ro  bono  con tri bu t i ons i n to  a  co l l ect i ve  bene f i t  fo r ou r com m un i t i es th rough
the  Na t i ona l  Pro  Bono  Com m i t tee .  As a  f i rm , i t  i s i m portan t  tha t  we  con t i nue  to  i m prove  access to  j ust i ce  i n  ou r com m un i t i es.  Pro  bono  work a l so  has a
num ber o f  d i rect  bene f i ts to  ou r l awyers,  as i t  p rovi des the  opportun i ty to  enhance  ski l l s (pa rt i cu l a rl y fo r j un i o r l awyers) and  bu i l d  o r expand
pro fessi ona l  ne tworks i n  the  l ega l  com m un i ty.

Question 2 - You were appointed chair of the National Pro Bono Committee in October 2019. Can you tell us more about your
role?

T he  Na t i ona l  Pro  Bono  Com m i t tee  has rep resen ta t i ves across a l l  ou r o ff i ces,  who  consi de r l a rge r p ro j ects and  i n te r-o ff i ce  m anda tes.  We work toge the r
to  i den t i fy p ro  bono  opportun i t i es and  com m un i ca te  those  opportun i t i es to  l awyers across the  coun try.

As na t i ona l  cha i r,  I  am  a  resource  to  l awyers and  l eadersh i p  on  p ro  bono  m atte rs,  wh i ch  i ncl udes m a i n ta i n i ng  ove rsi gh t  o f  the  na t i ona l  p ro  bono
program , deve l op i ng  p ro  bono  pa rtne rsh i ps wi th i n  ou r com m un i t i es and  approvi ng  new p ro  bono  m anda tes.

Question 3 - What are some of the challenges pro bono work faces, especially  in light of the COVID-19 pandemic?

T he  pandem i c has been  especi a l l y ha rsh  on  those  who  a re  a l ready the  m ost  d i sadvan taged .  S i nce  the  pandem i c som e o f  the  ways we  p rovi de  se rvi ces
have  changed ,  as i s the  case  wi th  the  rest  o f  ou r p ract i ces.  Where  we  wou l d  regu l a rl y m ee t i n  pe rson  wi th  a  cl i en t ,  we  a re  now o ffe ri ng  vi rtua l  advi ce .  I
am  part i cu l a rl y p roud  o f  the  work we  have  done  du ri ng  the  pandem i c to  g i ve  back to  the  m ost  vu l ne rab l e  i n  ou r com m un i t i es and  to  support  i nnova t i ve
o rgan i za t i ons worki ng  to  address the  pandem i c.

Question 4 - How do you think pro bono will evolve, moving forward?

Just  as the  COVID-19  pandem i c has a ffected  the  way we  work and  pa rt i ci pa te  i n  ou r com m un i t i es,  i t  has st rong l y i m pacted  peop l e  i n  d i sadvan taged
com m un i t i es and  the  chari tab l e  o rgan i sa t i ons worki ng  fo r them . I  th i nk we  a re  see i ng  b roader support  and  an  i ncrease  i n  i n te rest  fo r ou r d i ffe ren t ,  m ore
vu l ne rab l e  com m un i t i es who  a re  faci ng  fund i ng  i ssues.

I  ce rta i n l y hope  tha t  con t i nues,  as we  need  to  ensure  tha t  d i sadvan taged  com m un i t i es have  access to  t i m e l y advi ce  i n  o rde r to  m ake  the  m ost  i n fo rm ed
deci si ons i n  these  new ci rcum stances.

Question 5 - Can you share one or two of BLG’s recent pro bono mandates?

A b road  team  o f  BLG l awyers wi th  expert i se  i n  hea l th  l aw, rea l  esta te ,  and  co rpo ra te  and  regu l a to ry l aw recen t l y p rovi ded  a  un i que  p ro
bonocon tri bu t i on  to  assi st  those  experi enci ng  hom e l essness and  i l l ness requ i ri ng  i so l a t i on  du ri ng  the  pandem i c.  T h i s con tri bu t i on  was fo r the  b roader
pub l i c good  on  a  m atte r o f  si gn i f i can t  com m un i ty concern .

In  add i t i on ,  ou r p ri vacy and  da ta  p ro tect i on  experts assi sted  a  research  i nst i tu te  i n  deve l op i ng  a  COVID-19  pub l i c hea l th  m ob i l e  app l i ca t i on  fo r Canada
to  enhance  soci a l  d i stanci ng  st ra teg i es and  he l p  wi th  the  m anagem ent o f  the  COVID-19  pandem i c.

Question 6 - What inspires you about pro bono work?

Pro  bono  work i s i ncred i b l y reward i ng .  M ost  l awyers fee l  they ge t  as m uch  o r m ore  than  they g i ve  when  worki ng  on  p ro  bono  m anda tes.  I  a l so  see  i t  as
our p ro fessi on ’s du ty to  p rovi de  access to  j ust i ce ,  wh i ch  i s ou t  o f  reach  fo r m any Canad i ans.
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